Pressing  the 
candidates 

on  AIDS 


Activists  are  ignored  by  Republican  candidates 
at  a  New  Hampshire  debate ,  but  Robertson 
and  Kemp  supporters  hurl  insults  and 
snowballs  at  the  demonstrators 


By  Chris  Bull 

MANCHESTER,  N.H.  —  Members  of 
Boston’s  MASS  ACT  OUT,  New  York’s 
ACT  UP  (AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash 
Power)  and  ACT  UP/Boston  joined  forces 
February  14  to  protest  the  Republican 
presidential  candidates’  failure  to  address 
the  AIDS  epidemic.  The  action  took  place  at 
a  nationally  televised  debate  held  at  St. 
Anselm’s  College  two  days  before  the  New 
Hampshire  primary. 

Despite  opposition  from  baton-wielding 
police  officers  and  anti-gay  and  lesbian 
chants  from  young  supporters  of  television 
evangelist  Pat  Robertson  and  right-wing 
Congressman  Jack  Kemp,  organizers 
declared  the  demonstration  a  success. 
Michael  Petrelis  of  another  New  Y ork  AIDS 
group  “Cure  AIDS  Now,”  said  “We  ac¬ 
complished  what  we  set  out  to  do  —  force 
people  to  pay  attention  to  AIDS.  Everyone 
is  aware  that  we  are  following  [the  can¬ 
didates].” 

Police  shoved  several  AIDS  protesters 
with  batons  and  forced  a  small  group  of 
anti-nuclear  protesters  into  a  snowbank. 
Large  groups  of  sign-toting  Kemp  and 
Robertson  supporters  derided  ACT  UP  and 
MASS  ACT  OUT,  chanting  “Homos  go 
home,”  and  “Dead  in  a  week,”  and  “Just 
say  no.”  The  AIDS  protesters  blew  whistles 
and  shouted  “28,000  dead  of  AIDS,  what 


does  your  candidate  say  about  AIDS?.” 
The  young  Republicans  pelted  the  group,  in¬ 
cluding  several  PWA’s  from  New  York, 
with  snow  balls.  MASS  ACT  OUT’s  Fred 
Gorman  called  the  Robertson  and  Kemp 
supporters  “frightening.  At  that  age  to  be 
supporting  right-wing  ideas  and  being  so 
uninformed  is  scary.” 

Petrelis  told  GCN  that  “We  saw  the  face 
of  the  enemy  in  New  Hampshire.  Now  we 
really  know  what  we  are  up  against.”  He 
said  that  Robertson’s  campaign  head¬ 
quarters  called  him  after  the  incident  to  ex¬ 
press  support  for  “Cure  AIDS  Now.”  But 
Petrelis  said  the  Robertson  camp  was  merely 
trying  to  “smooth  over”  Associated  Press 
reports  that  Robertson  supporters  had  ver¬ 
bally  attacked  the  AIDS  demonstrators. 

Supporters  of  Jesse  Jackson  joined  a 
“Cure  AIDS  Now”  vigil  held  Feb.  13  out¬ 
side  the  Democratic  debate.  Their  participa¬ 
tion,  according  to  James  Reed,  of  New 
York’s  Bailey  House,  a  shelter  for  homeless 
PWA’s,  illustrated  the  difference  between 
supporters  of  Jackson  and  Robertson. 

Petrelis  and  Reed  lamented  the  lack  of 
discussion  of  issues  in  the  primary.  “This  is 
not  an  issue-oriented  primary  season  — 
nothing  gets  discussed.  The  wives  of  Bush 
and  Dole  get  more  attention  than  how  can- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Presidential  candidate  Paul  Simon  addresses  AIDS  vigil.  Activist  James  Reed  is  on  right. 
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Chicago  activists  force 
concessions  from  brewery 


Quick  action  by  Stroh ’s  averts  boycott 


By  Rex  Wockner 

CHICAGO  —  Prompt  apologies  and 
retractions  by  the  Stroh  Brewery  Corpora¬ 
tion  have  averted  a  boycott  of  Stroh  pro¬ 
ducts  by  Chicago  gay  and  lesbian  activists. 
Community  leaders,  who  organized  as  the 
Coalition  Against  Media/Marketing  Pred- 
judice  (CAMMP),  were  angered  by  a  Jan. 
26  article  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  in  which 
an  executive  from  the  advertizing  agency 
that  handles  the  Stroh  account  claimed  he 
was  surprised  beer  companies  advertize  in 
the  gay  press. 

Michael  Lesser,  of  the  agency  Lowe 
Marschalk,  said  “I’m  surprised  beer  com¬ 
panies  [such  as  Anheuser-Busch]  would 
think  seriously  of  advertising  in  gay  media. 
Beer  imagery  is  so  delicate  that  getting 
associated  with  homosexuals  could  be 
detrimental.”  The  Journal  article  examined 
the  difficulty  the  gay  press  has  in  attracting 
large  corporate  advertisers. 

CAMMP  members,  which  include  a  bar 
owner,  a  gay  newspaper  publisher,  a  gay 
Catholic  activist,  and  a  member  of  Mayor 
Eugene  Sawyer’s  Committee  on  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Issues,  were  “outraged”  by 
Lesser’s  “unwarranted  and  contemptuous” 
remarks  and  promptly  contacted  the  Stroh 
Corporation  to  demand  the  brewery  make 
amends.  They  requested  Stroh  place  ads  in 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  and  in  Chicago  and 
Detroit’s  five  gay  newspapers  disavowing 
Lesser’s  remarks,  and  that  Stroh  place  addi¬ 
tional  ads  saluting  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  during  gay  and  lesbian  pride  week. 
CAMMP  activists  also  suggested  that  the 
brewery  help  support  the  efforts  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Press  Association  (GLPA), 
either  through  sponsorship  of  its  upcoming 
national  convention  in  Chicago  or  through 
grants  to  the  GLPA’s  nonprofit  Media 
Fund  for  Human  Rights. 

On  Feb.  9,  the  Stroh  Corporation  acceded 
to  most  of  CAM M P’s  demands  and  activists 
held  a  press  conference  to  declare  a  “vic¬ 
tory.” 

Addressing  reporters  from  the  local 


broadcast  and  print  media,  spokesperson 
Arthur  Johnston  said,  “We  are  pleased  to 
announce  a  satisfactory  resolution  to  our 
public  awareness  campaign  launched  in 
response  to  comments  attacking  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.”  Specific  concessions 
included  a  letter  from  Stroh  to  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  in  which  the  brewery 
disassociated  itself  from  Lesser’s  remarks, 
and  a  half-page  ad  in  a  Chicago  gay 
newspaper  apologizing  for  the 
misunderstanding. 

“We  have  communicated  our  displeasure 
to  Mr.  Lesser  and  have  admonished  him 
that  any  further  incidents  by  him  or  other 
members  of  Lowe  Marschalk  agency  which 
denigrate  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  or 
any  other  group  of  people  will  have  serious 
adverse  effects  on  the  relationship  between 
our  companies,”  Stroh’s  wrote  in  its  paid 
advertising.  “We  will  continue  to  adhere  to 
[our]  strict  policy  of  non-discrimination  for 
any  reason,  including  sex,  race,  religious 
belief,  age  and  sexual  preference,”  the  beer 
company  concluded. 

“The  quick  resolution  of  this  matter  in¬ 
dicates  the  justness  of  our  position  and 
underlines  the  determination  and  economic 
strength  of  the  community  denigrated  by 
Mr.  Lesser,”  Johnston  told  reporters.  “Let 
this  serve  as  notice  that  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  need  not  and  will  not  tolerate  at¬ 
tacks  upon  us  or  those  who  support  us.” 

The  action  against  Stroh  received  wide 
support,  including  endorsement  from  the 
National  Organization  for  Women,  New 
Ways  Ministry,  Chicago  Catholic  Women, 
The  University  of  Chicago  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Law  Students’  Association,  Jeannine 
Gramick  of  the  National  Coalition  of 
American  Nuns,  and  Steve  Endean  of  the 
Fairness  Fund. 

CAMMP  spokesperson  Johnston  said 
that  "were  Lesser’s  remarks  not  so  serious, 
we  would  have  been  amused  at  the  thought 
that  beer  imagery  is  delicate  and  that  we 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Quote  of  the  week 

"Dead  in  a  week.  ” 

—  Shouted  by  supporters  of  presidential 
hopefuls  Jack  Kemp  and  Pat  Robertson  at 
people  with  AIDS  and  their  supporters.  The 
two  factions  crossed  paths  as  AIDS  activists 
from  New  York,  Boston  and  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  demonstrated  at  the  site  of  a 
Republican  candidate  debate  the  Sunday 
before  the  New  Hampshire  primary.  See 
story,  page  1. 

Korea  passes  AIDS 
law 

KOREA  —  The  Korean  National 
Assembly  has  passed  a  law  intended  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  spread  of  AIDS  by  detecting  who  in 
the  population  tests  positive  for  HIV  and 
strictly  controlling  their  activities. 

According  to  Chicago  Outlines ,  the  bill 
permits  the  imprisonment  of  people  who 
have  AIDS  or  who  are  HIV-positive  if  they 
are  found  guilty  of  engaging  in  activities 
which  could  transmit  HIV.  In  addition, 
medical  doctors  and  clinics  are  required  to 
report  all  HIV-positive  tests  to  health  centers 
immediately;  HIV-antibody  tests  will  be 
mandatory  for  prostitutes  and  those  work¬ 
ing  at  nightclubs,  discos,  bars,  and  other 
entertainment  establishments;  and  the 
government  may  isolate  PWAs  and  virus 
carriers. 

The  law  will  apply  to  all  foreigners  staying 
in  the  country.  Originally  it  also  included  a 
provision  requiring  foreigners  who  come  to 
Korea  for  employment  to  carry  an  AIDS- 
free  certificate,  but  this  regulation  was  drop¬ 
ped  after  it  was  opposed  by  the  Foreign  and 
Justice  ministries.  Some  organizations  op¬ 
posed  to  the  deletion  cited  statistics  that 
show  that  of  the  12  Koreans  who  have  tested 
positive  for  HIV,  eight  are  prostitutes  whose 
customers  were  mostly  foreign  servicemen. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Ads  combat 
homophobia 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  ’’Are  you  abus¬ 
ing  your  child  without  knowing  it?  Is  it  a 
crime  to  love?”  A  recent  series  of  ads  in  the 
Washington  Post  asks  these  and  similar 
questions. 

One  ad  reads:  “One  in  ten  sons  is  gay.... If 
you  are  teaching  your  children  to  hate  Gays, 
you  might  be  teaching  one  of  them  to  hate 
himself.”  Another  explains,  “In  25  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  it  can  be  a 
crime  for  two  women  to  love  each  other. 
That  isn’t  right.  There’s  too  much  hate  in 
the  world  without  making  love  a  crime.” 

The  ads  were  created  by  members  of  the 
Alexandria  Gay  Community  Association. 
Says  Jay  Clark,  AGCA’s  president:  “We 
believe  our  ads  encourage  people  to  examine 
their  prejudices,  discard  attitudes  based  on 
ignorance,  and  begin  treating  gay  men  and 
lesbians  with  the  same  respect  they  extend  to 
other  minority  group  members.” 

To  continue  and  enlarge  the  ad  campaign 
AGCA  is  soliciting  financial  contributions. 
AGCA  also  plans  to  make  ad  copy  available 
to  other  organizations  that  may  be  in¬ 
terested  in  sponsoring  similar  campaigns. 
Contact  AGCA  at  P.O.  Box  19401,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  VA  22320. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Canada  gets  legal 
abortion 

CANADA  —  The  Supreme  Court  struck 
down  the  country’s  restrictive  abortion  law 
last  month,  in  a  move  expected  to  cause 
some  political  upheaval  but  not  elicit  the 
type  of  violent  national  debate  which 
followed  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  similar 
decision  15  years  ago. 

The  Boston  Globe  quoted  Alan  Borovoy, 
general  counsel  for  the  Canadian  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  saying,  “I  think  we  are  like¬ 
ly  to  face  an  awful  lot  of  unpleasant  tension 
around  this  problem,  but  I  don’t  see  the  ex¬ 
tremes  that  we  have  sometimes  seen  in  the 
United  States.” 

Observers  say  public  opinion  is  firmly 
moderate  on  the  issue.  In  the  words  of 
Liberal  Party  House  of  Common  Leader 
Herbert  Gray,  “The  broad  majority  of 


Canadians  believe  abortion  is  a  medical 
matter  between  a  woman  and  her  doctor, 
with  some  limits....  [T]hey  don’t  go  for 
abortion  on  demand  but  they  accept  the  idea 
that  abortion  should  be  an  option  for 
women.” 

Until  the  court  decision,  federal  law 
allowed  abortion  only  after  a  hospital  com¬ 
mittee  determined  that  a  woman’s  life  or 
health  was  in  danger.  The  province  of 
Prince  Edward  Island  had  no  hospitals  with 
a  “therapeutic  abprtion  committee,”  and  in 
Newfoundland  only  one  hospital  had  an  ac¬ 
tive  committee,  leaving  many  women  with 
no  access  to  abortion.  Furthermore,  the 
time  delay  caused  by  waiting  for  committee 
approval  increased  the  health  risks  for  abor¬ 
tion  and  pregnancy. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

New  paper  for 
southern  queers 

ATLANTA  —  The  editors  of  Atlanta’s 
newest  lesbian  and  gay  newspaper,  The 
Southern  Voice,  have  announced  that  the 
paper’s  first  issue  will  appear  March  1 .  They 
describe  the  paper  as  “a  bi-weekly  paper 
with  both  newspaper  and  magazine 
qualities”  which  they  intend  to  give  “ all  of 
us  relevant  and  factual  information  about 
our  community.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Homophobic 
newspaper  to 
expand  distribution 

CHICAGO  —  Midway  Review,  a  right- 
wing,  anti-gay  newspaper  published  on  the 
Hyde  Park  campus  of  the  University  of 
Chicago,  recently  announced  it  will  also  be 
distributed  at  other  area  campuses  under  a 
new  name,  The  Chicago  Student. 

Several  of  the  newspaper’s  staff  have 
been  implicated  in  the  harassment  of  gay 
men,  lesbians,  and  their  heterosexual  sup¬ 
porters  at  the  university,  according  to 
Chicago  Outlines.  Last  spring,  respondents 
to  a  personal  ad  in  the  paper  seeking  “close 
friendships”  with  white  gay  males  received 
letters  from  “The  Great  White  Brotherhood 
of  the  Iron  Fist.”  In  some  cases,  their 
families,  neighbors,  and  employers  received 
letters  identifying  the  respondents  as  gay 
and  as  possible  AIDS  carriers. 

Four  articles  in  the  12-page 
November/December  issue  are  anti-gay. 
The  editors  write:  “Junk  food  sex  is  what 
homosexuals  engage  in  when  they  seek  to 
sodomize  as  many  strangers  as  possible  in 
rapid  succession.  Safe  junk  food  sex  is  when 
you  do  it  using  a  condom....  They’re  drop¬ 
ping  like  flies  and  they  can’t  seem  to  figure 
out  why.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Cleaners  get 
together 

LONDON  —  Cleaners  have  been  among 
the  least  organized  groups  of  workers,  but 
last  November  cleaners  came  from  Europe 
and  North  Africa  to  an  International 
Cleaners  Conference  called  “Invisible 
Workers”  to  discuss  labor  issues  common  in 
their  work  and  the  particular  problems  of 
Black  and  migrant  workers. 

Most  cleaners  are  women,  and  many  are 
women  of  color  and/or  immigrants.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Outwrite,  unionization  has  been 
slow  because  many  of  the  workers  are 
moonlighting  or  are  casual  workers  and 
because  contract  companies  and  staffs  are 
constantly  changing. 

A  typical  story  of  the  harsh  labor  condi¬ 
tions  f aced  by  cleaners  was  told  by  a  Turkish 
woman  from  Belgium.  She  said  she  used  to 
work  for  a  company  with  a  contract  to  clean 
the  European  Parliament.  When  the  con¬ 
tract  was  up  for  renegotiation,  the  company 
made  a  lower  bid  in  which  they  cut  labor 
costs.  Previously  the  women  had  cleaned  20 
offices;  under  the  new  contract  they  had 
120.  They  were  given  no  protective  clothing 
although  they  used  harsh  chemicals  to  clean 
toilets.  Responsible  for  cleaning  8-10  toilets 
per  floor,  the  women  were  not  even  allowed 
to  use  brushes. 

At  the  conference,  cleaners  discussed  the 
successes  and  failures  of  various  attempts  to 
improve  their  working  conditions.  They  af¬ 


firmed  the  importance  of  cooperation  both 
locally  and  internationally,  including 
writing  the  first  draft  of  an  International 
Cleaners’  Charter. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Gay  couple  sues 
insurance  company 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  National  Gay 
Rights  Advocates  (NGRA)  has  filed  suit  on 
behalf  of  a  gay  couple  who  were  refused  a 
joint  “umbrella”  liability  insurance  policy 
because  they  are  not  married. 

Although  Farmers  Insurance  has  issued 
joint  policies  to  the  couple  in  the  past,  the 
company  insisted  that  they  purchase 
separate  “umbrella”  policies  —  an  arrange¬ 
ment  that  is  twice  as  costly.  Since  legal  mar¬ 
riage  is  not  an  option  for  gay  and  lesbian 
couples,  the  use  of  the  marriage  requirement 
in  eligibility  determination  effectively 
prevents  them  from  obtaining  the  most 
beneficial  insurance  prices.  NGRA’s  suit 
contends  that  Farmers’  rate  system  for 
“umbrella”  policy  is  a  clear  example  of  “ar¬ 
bitrary  discrimination”  by  a  business 
establishment  and  therefore  violates  the 
Unruh  Civil  Rights  Act. 

□  Mandy  Smith 

Amnesty 

International  backs 
gay  rights,  sort  of 

BRAZIL  —  The  International  Council  of 
Amnesty  International  (AI)  has  adopted  a 
resolution  which  affirms  the  fundamental 
right  of  gay  people  to  be  free  of  oppression 
based  on  their  sexual  orientation  but  which 
does  not  recognize  people  who  are  jailed  for 
advocating  gay  rights  as  “prisoners  of  cons¬ 
cience.” 

According  to  the  San  Diego  Gay  Times, 
the  resolution  produced  some  of  the  most 
tense  moments  during  the  Council’s  recent 
meeting.  The  resolution  grew  from  an  exten¬ 
sive  study  conducted  by  a  Dutch  represen¬ 
tative  after  the  last  International  Council 
meeting  in  1985.  A  final  comprehensive 
report  is  due  at  the  next  meeting  in  1989. 
The  International  Council  has  decision¬ 
making  powers  for  all  of  AI. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Submissions  sought 
for  new  Black  gay 
men’s  anthology 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Manuscripts  by 
Black  gay  men  about  the  Black  gay  male  ex¬ 
perience  in  America  are  being  solicited  for 
an  anthology.  The  book,  Brother  to  Brother, 
will  be  edited  by  Joseph  Beam,  editor  of  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays’  magazine,  Blackout,  and  In  the  Life: 
A  Black  Gay  Anthology.  It  will  be  published 
by  Alyson  Publications,  Inc.,  of  Boston  in 
1989. 

Manuscripts  may  be  submitted  in  the 
following  forms:  essays  and  short  fiction 
(up  to  5,000  words),  poetry  (no  more  than 
five  poems),  brief  excerpts  from  plays  and 
novels,  letters,  journal  entries,  performance 
pieces,  narratives  and  interviews.  Among 
the  experiences  of  interest  are:  coupling  and 
intimate  relationships,  coming  out,  interac¬ 
tions  with  family  (particularly  fathers),  rural 
living,  youth,  substance  abuse,  spousal 
abuse,  the  military,  incarceration,  the  arts, 
gay  activism,  AIDS,  oral  history,  aging,  and 
erotica. 

All  manuscripts  must  be  typed  and 
double-spaced  on  8  'A”  by  1 1.”  white  paper 
with  the  contributors’  name  on  each  page. 
Please  include  a  phone  number. 

Send  two  copies  of  manuscripts  by  April 
30,  1988  to:  Beam/BGA,  P.O.  Box  30024, 
Philadelphia,  PA  19103.  Submissions  must 
include  sufficient  return  postage. 

□  Joe  Beam 
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L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-475-6950 
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When  Life  Gets  Out 
Of  Control 

you’re  eating  or  drinking  too 
much. .  .can’t  stop  spending 
money. .  .can’t  make  or  keep 
friends. .  .and  you  worry,  feel 
desperate,  but  can’t  change. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

SUPPORT  GROUPS 
NOW  FORMING 

Victims  of  Crime 

Having  been  physically  beaten  or  bad¬ 
ly  frightened  can  leave  emotional  scars 
even  when  there  is  no  physical  injury. 

A  12-week  support  group  is  now  for¬ 
ming  to  help  people  recovering  from  a 
traumatic  event. 

Male  Sexual  Assault 

Any  male  can  be  the  victim  of  sexual 
assualt,  regardless  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  A  12-week  support  group  is  now 
forming  for  men  who  have  been  raped 
or  sexually  assaulted. 

Managing  Anxiety  About 
AIDS 

10- week  behavioral/educational  groups 
to  help  reduce  anxiety  about  AIDS. 
Participants  will  learn  to  recognize  in¬ 
dividual  triggers  to  stress;  specific 
ways  to  modify  anxiety  and  stress;  and 
receive  assertiveness  training  around 
ways  to  initiate  safer  sexual  practices. 

Early  Substance  Abuse 
Recovery 

Ongoing  lunch  hour  therapy  group  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  early  stages  of 
alchohol  and  substance  abuse 
recovery.  Focus  on  how  to  maintain 
sobriety  and  establish  new  patterns  of 
interacting. 

Contact:  Lee  Ellenberg/ Joyce  Collier 

267-1538 

Individual  and  couples  counseling 
also  available 


Volunteers  raise  money 
for  AIDS  by  aiming  for 


Last  call  for  the  Bay  brick 

San  Francisco  lesbian  bar’s  closing  reflects 
a  changing  community 


the  heart 


BOSTON  —  Through  the  monumental  efforts  of  over  200  volunteers  and  staff,  the  "Aim  for  the  Heart" 
benefit  for  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  drew  in  $85,000  in  donations  and  pledges.  This  year's 
Valentine’s  Day  weekend  event  —  the  fourth  annual  benefit  of  its  kind  —  was  the  most  elaborate  yet,  in¬ 
volving  nearly  three  times  as  many  participants  than  in  previous  years. 

"We  offered  three  separate  events  umbrellaed  together,"  said  Steve  Huber,  special  events  coordinator 
for  the  AAC.  "It  was  fun  and  diverse;  there  was  something  for  everyone.  ‘Aim  for  the  Heart’  reminds  peo¬ 
ple  that  AIDS  is  so  very  human  and  real.  People  respond  —  people  give  to  people." 

The  benefit  included  special  events  at  gay  bars,  such  as  the  sale  of  valentines,  t-shirts  and  raffle  tickets. 
Organizers  expanded  their  efforts  to  also  include  bars  catering  to  communities  of  color  and  to  straight  peo¬ 
ple.  New  this  year  were  two  events  suggested  to  the  AAC  by  outside  groups:  the  Metropolitan  Health  Club 
on  Columbus  Ave.  held  a  Saturday  aerobathon;  and  radio  station  WZLX  100.7-FM  offered  a  17-hour 
radiothon  on  Friday,  live  from  Faneuil  Hall. 

According  to  Huber,  the  events  melded  into  a  "perfect  fit"  for  the  weekend.  He  praised  all  the  com¬ 
munity  input,  with  special  mention  to  Betsy  Billard  (news  director)  and  Barry  Scott  (promotions  director) 
of  WZLX  for  their  extensive  work  at  programming  a  full  day  of  radio  which  included  music,  interviews, 
celebrity  spots  and  information  about  AIDS. 

‘‘[The  radiothon)  was  a  perfect  way  to  outreach  to  all  segments  of  the  population,"  Huber  said.  "It  was 
tremendously  educational.  The  fundraising  was  only  a  part  of  the  day’s  success. 

"The  most  effective  segments,"  he  continued,  "were  the  emotional  ones.  For  example,  we  had  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Politano  family  who  lost  a  son  to  AIDS  last  year.  It  breaks  you  up  a  bit,  all  the  pain  and 
anguish.  People  really  come  through  with  support  when  you  appeal  to  the  heart.”  □  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Not  afraid  to  be  a  queen 

Robert  Duncan,  1919-1988 

By  Charley  Shively 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Robert  Duncan 
died  of  heart  failure  on  Feb.  3  in  the  city 
where  he  had  lived  for  the  last  37  years  with 
his  lover,  artist  John  Collins.  The  biblio¬ 
graphy  of  Duncan’s  works  fills  an  entire 
book:  his  volumes  of  poetry  include 
Heavenly  City  Earthly  City  (1947),  Caesar’s 
Gate  (1955),  The  Opening  of  the  Field 
(1960),  Roots  and  Branches  (1964),  Bending 
the  Bow  (1968),  and  Ground  Work  Before 
the  War  (1984).  From  his  earliest  works 
Duncan  incorporated  lesbian  and  gay 
themes;  gay  novelist  and  poet  Gilbert  Sor- 
rentino  spoke  for  many  when  he  wrote  that 
Duncan’s  “poems  show  a  strength  and 
beauty  which  place  them  among  the  lit¬ 
erature  of  this  time.”  And  Gerrit  Lansing 
(who  telephoned  GCN  with  news  of  his 
death)  has  written  about  Duncan,  “He  from 
the  beginning  has  held  the  hammer  that 
could  strike  my  bell,  but  that  wasn’t  the  only 
reason  I  came  to  love  as  I  do  his  writing.  It 
was  too  that  I  saw  how  it  mattered  to  him  to 
matter  to  me.” 

Since  Duncan’s  queerness  underlies  all  his 
poetry  it  has  never  been  self-conscious.  (In 
one  poem,  he  exclaims:  “I  am  not  afraid  to 
be  a  queen.”)  He  describes  quite  casually 
how  one  of  his  Finest  poems  came  to  him: 


In  my  personal  life,  falling  in  love  in 
November  of  1947  and  “winning”  my 
lover  from  a  rival,  I  had  found  myself  in  a 
passional  possession,  obsessed  by  the 
shadow  of  a  rival,  a  transient  lover  myself, 
impersonating  the  conqueror  of  a  world 
falling  into  ruin  in  being  conquered. 

Duncan’s  lovelife  may  be  divided  between  an 
earlier  period  of  promiscuity  and  a  later 
period  of  domesticity.  In  the  first  period  he 
wrote  the  pathbreaking  essay  in  the  anar¬ 
chist  magazine  Politics  (August,  1944), 
“The  Homosexual  in  Society”  (reprinted 
thirty  years  later  in  Fag  Rag  #5).  During  this 
period  he  had  many  lovers  (among  whom 
was  Robert  DeNiro’s  father)  and  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  political  literary  circles  of 


Robert  Duncan  circa  1958 

New  York  City,  Black  Mountain  College 
and  San  Francisco.  For  a  time  he  lived  with 
Anais  Nin,  who  describes  his  queeny  ways 
with  some  disgust  in  her  Diary.  On  New 
Year’s  Day  1951  he  and  Collins  set  up  house 
together,  and  they  were  only  separated  by 
the  poet’s  death. 

Duncan  was  quite  woman-identified  from 
the  beginning.  He  wrote  a  series  of  poems 
after  those  of  Gertrude  Stein  and  he  took  as 
his  lifelong  work  an  extended  commentary 
on  the  poet  H.D.  (Hilda  Doolittle).  He  iden¬ 
tified  with  her  stormy  love  life  and  lovers  — 
she  had  affairs  with  D.H.  Lawrence,  Ezra 
Pound  and  Richard  Aldington.  But  like 
Continued  on  page  12 


By  Sarah  Murray 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Three  nights 
before  it  closed  its  doors  for  good,  San 
Francisco’s  Baybrick  Inn  put  on  a  program 
of  gay  and  lesbian  comedy  so  all  their 
regular  comics  could  get  in  their  last  jokes. 
But  no  one  in  the  gay  community  had  the 
last  laugh.  With  the  closing  of  the  Baybrick 
on  Oct.  3,  1987,  San  Francisco  lost  not  only 
one  of  its  nicest  lesbian  bars,  but  also  its  last 
significant  local  venue  for  gay  entertainers. 
According  to  owner  Lauren  Hewitt,  the  im¬ 
mediate  reason  for  the  bar’s  demise  was  its 
failure  to  generate  enough  cash.  However, 
there  may  be  more  complex  reasons  for  the 
closing  than  financial  trouble  which  suggest 
the  structure  of  San  Francisco’s  lesbian/gay 
community  has  profoundly  changed  in  the 
past  few  years. 

When  the  Baybrick  opened  Aug.  15, 
1982,  in  an  old  and  lovingly  restored 
downtown  building,  owner  Hewitt  aimed  to 
provide  a  classy  and  comfortable  lesbian  bar 
which  welcomed  gay  men  and  straight  peo¬ 
ple  as  well.  With  a  back  room  that  booked 
live  entertainment  and  a  front  room  that 
sported  a  variety  of  local  musical  talent,  plus 
weekend  DJs  spinning  discs,  the  Baybrick 
was  quickly  established  as  a  hotspot  for 
younger  crowds.  Not  all  the  regulars  sup¬ 
ported  Hewitt’s  desire  to  make  the  bar  com¬ 
fortable  for  men  friends.  However,  it  even¬ 
tually  succeeded  in  creating  an  open  at¬ 
mosphere  that  led  the  local  (non-gay)  paper, 
the  Bay  Guardian  to  describe  the  Baybrick 
as  a  “feminist  bar”  with  a  mixed  crowd. 

Despite  the  Bay  Guardian’s  social 
misreading,  the  Baybrick  always  asserted  its 
identity  as  a  gay  bar  that  looked  to  the  local 
community  for  support.  Hewitt,  described 
by  bar-goers  as  “a  real  humanitarian  type,” 
also  said  she  wanted  her  bar  to  give  back  to 
the  community  as  much  as  it  took.  Indeed,  it 
was  the  home  for  many  benefit  perfor¬ 
mances  to  support  local  gay  and  lesbian 
groups,  and  in  the  months  prior  to  its  clos¬ 
ing,  the  bar  held  regular  AIDS  benefits.  The 
Baybrick  also  bolstered  Bay  Area  lesbian 
performers  like  comic  Marga  Gomez,  who 
frequently  performed  stand-up  and  hosted 
comedy  open-mike  nights.  Gomez  says 
now,  “The  Baybrick  was  just  a  great  place 
—  a  real  community  resource.” 

So  why  did  such  a  great  place  have  to 
close?  One  reason  may  be  that  in  early  1987, 
a  Los  Angeles  lesbian  entrepreneur  opened  a 
weekend-only  membership  club  offering 
dancing  in  various  venues  in  San  Francisco. 
The  club,  tagged  Code  Blue,  may  have  sig¬ 
nificantly  cut  into  the  Baybrick’s  weekend 
business.  Since  cover  charges  went  to  pay 
performers,  the  Baybrick  depended  on  a 
busy  weekend  bar  business  to  stay  afloat. 
Hewitt  was  careful  not  to  blame  Code  Blue 
for  the  Baybrick’s  closing,  but  she  says  she 
definitely  noticed  a  decline  in  weekend  bar 
receipts  when  Code  Blue  came  on  the  scene. 
“I  was  amazed  that  something  like  that 
could  pull  away  so  many  people,”  Hewitt 
said. 

Gomez,  who  calls  Code  Blue  “the 
McDonald’s  of  lesbian  bars,”  said  that 
Code  Blue  hired  away  the  Baybrick’s  best 
Saturday  night  DJs,  cutting  into  Saturday 
nights  at  both  ends.  Gomez  reportedly  made 
some  visciously  funny  remarks  about  Code 
Blue  in  her  final  routine  at  the  Baybrick,  but 
has  since  mellowed.  However,  she  still  says, 
“I  have  a  feeling  that  if  Code  Blue  hadn’t 
opened,  the  Baybrick  might  still  be 
around.” 

But  Hewitt  says  she  doesn’t  think  it’s  that 
simple.  “There’s  a  drop-off  in  the  age  of 
I  people  going  out  to  disco  bars,”  she  explain- 
5  ed.  “Let’s  face  it,  it’s  mostly  people  in  the 
2 1  -  to  28-year  old  range  who  are  going  out  to 
these  bars.” 

Hewitt  also  suggests  that,  emboldened  by 
a  new  political  strength  and  social  visibility, 
fewer  young  gays  and  lesbians  see  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  or  other  big  cities  as  their  salvation.  In¬ 
stead,  some  are  staying  home  to  focus  on 
their  own  local  communities.  Hewitt  also 
speculates  that  the  specter  of  “AIDS  has 
scared  a  lot  of  people  out  of  the  bar  scene. 
Most  people  have  bought  VCRs  and  sit 
home,”  she  said. 

Hewitt  says  she  sees  these  as  positive 
changes,  even  though  they  rang  negatively 
for  the  Baybrick.  She  speaks  with  no  bit¬ 
terness  about  changes  in  the  lesbian/gay 
community.  “How  could  I  be  bitter?”  she 
asked.  “The  community  has  told  me  what  it 


Funny  lesbian  Marga  Gomez 


wants.”  Hewitt  added  that  she  felt  increas¬ 
ingly  uneasy  about  running  a  business  that 
depended  on  people  consuming  alcohol, 
since  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  work  hard 
to  become  clean  and  sober  and  to  lead 
healthier  lives.  “I’m  glad  to  see  our  com¬ 
munity. .  .maturing,  choosing  other 
options,”  she  said. 

And  yet,  clearly  Hewitt  and  others  in  the 
community  feel  the  loss  of  the  Baybrick. 
Bars,  with  all  their  drawbacks  not  with¬ 
standing,  have  long  been  havens  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  The  values  of  public  social  life 
can  be  momentarily  reversed  there,  allowing 
us  to  step  out  and  “be  ourselves”  in  ways 
rarely  possible  elsewhere.  Bars  have  also  been 
important  beacons  for  young  gay  people 
coming  to  the  city  who  may  not  know  other 
ways  of  contacting  people  like  themselves. 

L.  Welcome,  a  long-time  Bay  Area  resi¬ 
dent  now  clean  and  sober,  remembers  when 
“the  bar  was  our  living  room  because  there 
weren’t  any  organizations  that  met  our 
social  needs.”  Perhaps  as  lesbians  and  gay 
men  become  less  marginal  and  more  self- 
confident,  public  spaces  like  bars  seem  less 
necessary.  For  example,  organizations  like 
Bay  Area  Career  Women,  a  lesbian 
organization  with  over  1000  members,  have 
taken  the  social  life  for  professionals  away 
from  the  bars.  Perhaps  the  devastation  of 
AIDS  has  kept  people  away  as  well.  But 
places  like  the  Baybrick  provided  stages  for 
gay  entertainers  no  one  else  would  hire,  pro¬ 
vided  jobs  inside  the  community  and  have 
been  important  community  gathering 
places. 

Reflecting  on  lessons  to  be  learned  from 
the  demise  of  the  Baybrick,  Lauren  Hewitt 
said,  “Make  up  your  mind  what  you  really 
want.... If  you  want  your  community  to  stay 
intact,  choose  where  you’re  going  to  put 
your  money.  Tell  people  if  they’re  going  to 
support  the  community,  don’t  be  fickle. 
Dollars  make  a  community,  whether  you 
like  it  or  not.”  She  sadly  noted,  “We’ve  lost 
so  many  gay  businesses  lately  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco....” 

The  final  irony  for  the  Baybrick  was  that 
its  three-day  gala  closing  celebration  was  so 
successful,  the  bar  received  a  nomination 
for  a  Cable  Car  award  (a  gay  entertainment 
award).  The  category?  Outstanding  theme 
promotion.  □ 

Karen  Ripley  assisted  in  the  research  for 
this  article. 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Coverage  of  non-lesbian/gay 
events 

Dear  GCN : 

Over  the  years  I  have  turned  to  GCN  for 
many  things,  one  of  which  has  been 
coverage  of  feminist,  though  not  necessarily 
lesbian,  news  and  events.  I  was  disturbed 
however  by  the  new  issue  (Jan.  10-16)  to 
find  that  all  of  the  arts  coverage  is  not  only 
of  interest  for  women,  but  is  not  even  les¬ 
bian  oriented.  Don’t  get  me  wrong.  I  loved 
the  film  Housekeeping,  I’m  sure  that  Cindy 
Sherman’s  photos  are  great,  and  there  is  no 
reason  not  to  cover  a  Pam  Gems  play  — 
now  and  then.  Could  it  be  that  there  were  no 
distinctly  lesbian  events  to  cover?  Not  to 

Vm  all  for  including  non- 
lesbian/gay  stories  after  our 
community  is  given  its  due. 

mention  gay  male  arts/events/people/- 
groups.  I’m  all  for  including  non- 
lesbian/gay  stories  after  our  own  communi¬ 
ty  is  given  its  due.  But  I  am  disturbed  when 
one  whole  issue  seems  to  be  devoted  to  non¬ 
lesbian  women  events.  I  can,  and  do,  read 
Sojourner  for  that. 

Let’s  see  GCN  cover  lesbian  and  gay 
events  —  that  is  what  it  is  there  for  and  what 
the  community  needs  it  for. 

Yours, 

_  Judy  Hollis 

Cambridge,  MA 

Thank  you  NASW 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  lesbian  and  a  social  worker,  I  want  to 
publicly  thank  the  Massachusetts  chapter  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social  Workers 
(NASW)  for  its  strong  and  untiring  ad¬ 
vocacy  towards  passage  of  the  Gay  Rights 
Bill.  NASW  has  lobbied  for  this  bill  for 
many  years,  and  made  it  one  of  the  top  five 
legislative  priorities  during  this  past  year. 
Social  workers  phone  banked  for  the  bill 
from  NASW  headquarters,  and  Legislative 
Alert  mailings  were  sent  to  hundreds  of 
social  workers  at  each  step  of  the  legislative 
process  when  calls  and  letters  were  critical. 

It  is  common  to  hear  professional 
organizations  spout  platitudes  about  justice 
and  equality,  but  unusual  for  me  to  belong 
to  a  “straight”  group  which  makes  my  civil 
rights  its  priority.  Thank  you,  NASW!! 

_  Sherry  Zitter 

Newton,  MA 

Knee-jerk  anti-communism 

Dear  GCN: 

We  have  a  lot  of  respect  for  GCN,  so  we 
were  shocked  at  Charley  Shively’s  rude  and 
distorted  review  of  the  Frontline  pamphlet 
“The  Politics  of  AIDS”  (GCN,  Dec. 
27-Jan.  9). 

Most  disturbing  is  Shively’s  attempt  to 
discredit  the  pamphlet  simply  by  its  associa¬ 
tion  with  a  Marxist-Leninist  group.  We  ex¬ 
pect  this  kind  of  knee-jerk  anti-communism 
from  our  common  enemies  in  the  rabid 
right,  not  from  GCN.  It  is  certainly  true  that 
much  of  the  left  reflects  the  homophobia  of 
the  larger  society,  but  the  left  is  not  a 
homogenized  mass.  There  are  many  lesbian 
and  gay  leftisits  —  Marxist-Leninists  even 
—  trying  to  link  the  fights  against  AIDS  and 
lesbian/gay  oppression  with  the  broader 
struggles  for  peace  and  justice. 

This  was  very  much  the  spirit  in  which  we 
wrote  “The  Politics  of  AIDS.”  Our  intent 
was  to  unite  those  on  the  left  who  haven’t 
yet  grasped  the  significance  of  AIDS  with 
those  already  active  in  the  fightback  —  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  people  of  color,  health 
workers,  etc.  The  pamphlet  analyzes  the 
political,  social,  and  scientific  responses  to 
AIDS;  it  examines  how  they  have  been 
shaped  by  this  period  of  racism,  militarism 


and  right-wing  reaction,  in  particular  by  the 
overall  agenda  of  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion. 

The  AIDS  crisis  changes  day  by  day,  and 
this  pamphlet  was  completed  a  year  ago. 
Much  remains  to  be  deepened  and  updated: 
we  recognize  that,  and  would  welcome 
discussion.  We  do  have  a  problem,  how¬ 
ever,  with  the  way  Shively  romanticizes  the 
realities  of  IV  drug  users  with  AIDS.  There 
is  nothing  pretty  about  the  conditions  of  IV 
drug  users  with  AIDS  —  the  bulk  of  them 
minority  and  poor  —  now  crowding  over¬ 
burdened  public  hospitals  in  New  York  and 
other  cities  hit  hard  by  AIDS. 

Sincerely, 

_  Nancy  Krieger  and  Rose  Appleman 

Oakland,  CA 

Shively’s  arguments  do  not 
hold  water 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  compelled  to  object  to  Charley 
Shively’s  more-leftist-than-thou  critique  of 
And  The  Band  Played  On.  That  Shively  fail¬ 
ed  to  find  a  single  redeeming  feature  in 
Shilts’  book  suggests  to  this  reader  that 
Shively  either  neglected  to  read  the  entire 
book  or  he  simply  skimmed  sections  looking 
for  evidence  to  prop  up  his  arguments.  Par¬ 
ticularly  disturbing  to  me  was  Shively’s 
charges  that  Shilts’  book  suffers  from  being 
“resolutely  mainstream”  and  “serves  only 
to  exploit  the  epidemic.”  Such  rhetoric 
should  never  go  unchallenged. 

I  was  very  offended  by  Shively’s  condem¬ 
nation  of  Shilts’  writing  style  because  Shilts 
is  fond  of  using  weather  conditions  to  help 
create  a  setting  for  his  journalism.  Shively 
uses  this  irrelevant  and  not  very  astute  ob¬ 
servation  to  make  a  cute  little  pun... “you 
don’t  need  a  weatherman  to  know  which 
way...”  etc.  Cute,  but  again  irrelevant.  If 
Shively  is  hard  up  for  examples  of  bad  prose 
he  need  only  to  hold  his  own  writings  up  to  a 
mirror.  In  comparison,  Shively’s  rhetoric 
makes  the  Sparticist  Youth  League  sound 
like  the  Vienna  Boys  Choir. 

One  glaring  example  of  Shively’s  bad 
rhetoric  is  his  accusation  that  Shilts  is  a 
racist.  Now  perhaps  Shively  knows  Shilts 
personally  and  is  privy  to  information  he 
does  not  bother  to  share  with  us.  However 
in  his  review  Shively  rests  his  allegations  of 
racism  on  the  fact  that  Shilts  describes  an 
African  river  as  “fetid.”  From  my  perspec¬ 
tive  such  an  argument  does  not  hold  water. 

In  reviewing  Shilts’  book,  Shively  sounds 

I  refuse  to  engage  in  the 
bashing  of  Shilts  as  if  he  were 
the  creator  and  not  just  the 
bearer  of  bad  news. 

obsessed  with  some  kind  of  good  queer/bad 
queer  analysis.  For  example,  Shively  claims 
that  Shilts  characterized  Gaetan  Dugas  as  an 
“evil  witch”  and  perhaps  even  libeled  the 
dead  Canadian.  When  Shively  writes  “Shilts 
fantasy  is  contradicted  by  his  own 
sources...”,  1  am  tempted  to  point  out  that 
it  is  Shively  himself  that  is  contradicted  by  a 
thorough  reading  of  the  text.  Unless  you’re 
reading  And  The  Band  Played  On  with  ex¬ 
treme  uncompassionate  prejudice,  it  is  hard 
to  see  Dugas  as  a  villain;  throughout  his 
diagnosis  his  behavior  is  quite  consistent 
with  what  was  popularly  known  about 
AIDS  during  his  lifetime. 

As  to  reference  of  Dugas  as  “patient 
zero,”  we  should  remember  that  this  is  not  a 
creation  of  Shilts.  The  “patient  zero” 
model  is  part  of  a  theoretical  construct 
created  by  the  CDC  in  an  attempt  to  prove 
that  the  AIDS  virus  is  sexually  transmitted. 
For  a  journalist  to  deny  the  important  role 
the  “patient  zero”  model  plays  in  our  cur¬ 
rent  understanding  of  the  virus,  that  jour¬ 
nalist  would  have  to  rewrite  history.  Shilts  is 
simply  performing  his  journalistic  duty  in 
providing  us  with  a  thorough  history  of 
AIDS.  I  for  one  am  very  grateful  for  this  im- 
formation. 

Offhand  I  could  think  of  a  good  do?en  or 
so  religious  and  political  types,  such  as  Jesse 
Helms  and  Jerry  Falwell,  that  are  far  more 
deserving  of  our  condemnation.  And  while  I 
believe  we  should  maintain  a  healthy  and 
productive  level  of  self-criticism  within  our 
community  we  should  always  maintain  a 
clear  consensus  as  to  who  the  real  enemies 
are. 

The  kind  of  unproductive  criticism  ex¬ 
hibited  by  Charles  Shively  only  serves  to 


PAGE  4  □  FEBRUARY  21-27,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ('indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


ADVERTISING 

Display:  Wickie  Sumps' 

Classified:  Dan  Page' 

ANTI-RACISM  COMMITTEE 

Susan  Bernstein,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Art  Cohen,  Gordon 
Gottlieb 

ART/PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Art  Director:  Dan  Mishkind* 

Art  Intern:  David  Mynott 

Illustrators/Layout:  Jim  Fauntleroy,  Regina  Gillis,  Jeremy 
Grainger,  Tom  Huth,  Ellen  Meyers,  Elizabeth  Reiner, 
Tern  Rutter,  Niall  Sweeney,  Connie  Vetter,  Susan 
Yousem 

Proofreaders:  Linda  Burnett,  Jan  Fielding,  Gordon 
Gottlieb,  Michael  Grossman,  Todd  Hollister,  Rob 
Krikorian,  Read  Weaver,  Jim  Williams 
Redesign  format:  Dan  Mishkind,  Niall  Sweeney 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
Lina  Beckford,  Gerardo  Maria  Cabrera,  Steve  Dyer,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Gregory  Gazaway,  Regina  Gillis,  Marea 
Muiray,  Anne  Phibbs,  Laurie  Sherman,  Marc  Stein 
CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator  Chris  Bull' 

Data  Entry:  John  Jones,  Whitt  Pond,  Paul  Schierenbeck 
Staff:  Paul  Amato,  Janna  Bremer,  Richard  Chumley, 
Bamaby  Fisher,  Paul  Graves,  David  Hunt,  Larry  Hitt, 
Ronn  Jackson,  Stephen  Magnus,  Matt  Mahoney,  Carl 
Mann,  William  Newton,  Mark  O'Malley,  Warren 
Patterson,  Gilbert  Roy,  Jr.,  Mary  Russel,  Bill  Sweet, 
David  Waite 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE 

Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer,  Art  Cohen,  Troy  Richardson, 
Jim  Fauntleroy 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 

Laurie  Sherman’ 

DISTRIBUTION 

Boston  area:  Barb  Cischke 

Bulk  Distribution:  Ray  Hopkins 

New  York  Distribution:  Ubiquity  Distribution,  1050  East 

4th  Street,  Brooklyn.  NY  11230,  (718)  789-3137. 

FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 

Editor:  Stephanie  Poggi* 

Assistant:  Michael  Bronski 

Calendar  Coordinator:  Todd  Hollister 

Staff:  Geraldo  Maria  Cabrera,  Siong-huat  Chua,  Ed 

Cohen,  Susie  Day,  Came  Dearborn,  Larry  Goldsmith, 

Jewell  Gomez,  Diane  Hamer,  Loie  Hayes,  Don  Hill, 

Monica  Hileman,  Ellen  Herman,  Miranda  Kolbe,  Bill 


William  A.  Percy,  Veneita  Porter,  Patricia  A.  Roth, 
Charley  Shively,  Donald  Stone,  Maida  Tilchen,  Tim 
Walton 

INDEXER 

Charles  Ash 

NEWS  DEPARTMENT 

Editor:  Jennie  Mcknight' 

Local  Reporter:  Elizabeth  Pincus’ 

Staff  Writer:  Chris  Bull* 

Staff:  Michael  Botkin,  Scott  Brookie,  Betsy  Brown, 

Joanne  Brown,  Art  Cohen,  Nancy  DeLuca,  Joan  Doyle. 
Jim  Fauntleroy,  Chris  Guilfoy,  Craig  Harris,  Marty 
Heggesud,  John  Hubert,  Stephen  Hunt,  Janice  Irvine,  Jud 
Kempson,  John  Kyper,  Kendall  Lovett,  Tatiana  Schreiber, 
Glenn  Sitzmann,  Marc  Stein,  Denise  Sudell,  Nancy 
Wechsler,  Diana  Woodall,  John  Zeh 
OFFICE  MANAGER/PRISONER  PROJECT 
Mike  Riegle ' 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Debra  Davenport,  Freddie 
Greenfield,  Larry  Hitt,  Tiyo  Attallah  Salah-EI 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Susan  Bernstein,  Darfene,  Susan  Fleischmann,  Marilyn 
Humphries,  Patsy  Lynch,  Debbie  Rich,  RINK,  Ellen  Shub, 
Lee  Snider,  Brian  Quinby,  Laura  Wulf 
PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Dan  Page' 

Interim  Microfilm  Promoter:  Donald  Stone 
TYPOGRAPHY  DEPARTMENT 
GCN  Typesetter/Features  writer:  Christopher  Wittke' 
Outside  Typesetting  Coordinator:  Wanda  Cummings 
Staff:  Ann  Fry,  Michael  Grossman,  Amy  Groves,  Amy 
Lustig,  Chris  Madsen,  Nancy  Wechsler 

©1987,  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation.  Inc.,  all  rights 
reserved,  reprint  by  permission  only. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  weekly  (except  the  last 
week  of  April,  August  and  December),  by  the  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation.  Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation.  Our  office 
is  located  at  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  (617)  426-4469, 
TTY7TDD  426-0332. 

Second  class  postage  paid  at  Boston.  Mass.  Annual  subscnption 
rate  is  $33.  Institutional  rate:  $40.  ISSN:  (0147-0728).  Member  New 
England  Press  Association,  Reporters  Committee  for  Freedom  of 
the  Press,  COSMEP  member. 

GCN  is  included  in  the  Alternative  Press  Index,  published 
quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center,  Inc.,  Box  33109, 
Baltimore,  MD  21218. 

Volumes  1-14  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm  lor  $33/volume. 
Write  GCN/Microfilm  for  more  information. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Community  News, 
62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Kreidler,  John  Kyper,  Robin  Lippincott,  Shelley  Mains, 

E.  G.  Martin,  Mara  Math,  Mark  McHarry,  Duncan 
Mitchel,  Pam  Mitchell,  Marea  Murray,  Cindy  Patton. 

SUSTAIN  GCN 


And  yourself  and  your  community. 


Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN’s  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you,  entertain  you,  and  activate  you. 

Join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 

Here's  how  it  works.  Pledge  $120  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  $  120-2500/year.  (That's  as  little  as  $IO/month!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN's  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  stat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we'll  send  you: 

•  a  year's  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN's 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country's  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 

I  want  to  sustain  GCN  and  my  community! 

Sign  me/us  up  to  pledge: 

□  $120  n$200  □  $300  □  $400  DSSOO  □  $1000  DOther 
to  be  made  over  the  next  12  months  in: 

□  one  □  two.  □  three  □  four  installments 

Enclosed  is  my/our  first  tax  deductible  pledge  of  $ _ 

Name _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 


Mail  to:  GCN  Sustainers,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  02116 


□ 


CELEBRATE 
OUR  15th  AMD 
SAVE  IT  BUCKS 
OFF  THE 
NEWSSTAND 


Name _ Address  _ 

City _ State _ Zip  _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □  I  year  $33  $ _ 

25  weeks  $20  $ _ 

25  weeks/low  income  $12  $ _ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 

subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner  $ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ _ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  withm  the  USA.  Institutional  rate:  $40  per  year  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations,  which  are  greatly  appreciated 

Mad  to:  GCN  Subscriptions.  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit,  educational  foundation 


divide  our  community.  I  view  this 
divisiveness  as  a  particularly  scary 
phenomenon  coming  at  a  time  when  lesbian 
and  gay  communities  are  under  increasing 
attack.  Shilts  chronicles  this  phenomenon 
when  he  describes  those  who  early  in  the 
AIDS  crisis  suggested  that  gay  men  would 
need  to  practice  safer  sex.  Many  of  these 
folks  were  branded  as  homophobes  filled 
with  self-loathing  and  sexual  fascists. 
Ironically  Shilts  himself  is  subject  to  this 
same  treatment.  His  crime?  Shilts  outlines 
for  us  an  astounding  history  of  government 
inaction  and  the  scientific/medical 
establishments  mismanagement  of  AIDS 
and  dramatically  punctuates  this  story  with 
a  growing  tally  of  those  diagnosed  or  dead. 
A  difficult  book  to  read  at  times  but  I  refuse 
to  engage  in  the  bashing  of  Shilts  as  if  he 
were  the  creator  and  not  just  the  bearer  of 
bad  news.  I  will  instead  turn  my  anger 
toward  those  who  would  allow  the  epidemic 
to  continue. 

_  Michael  Balliro 

Santa  Cruz,  CA 

GCN’s  willingness  to  step  on 
toes 


another  level. 

Sincerely, 

_  Pam  Mitchell 

Cambridge,  MA 

Punishment  for  testing  HIV 
positive 

Dear  GCN : 

I  have  recently  been  denied  a  halfway 
house  because  I  tested  positive  on  the  HIV 
test.  This  means  that  I  will  spend  an  addi¬ 
tional  6  months  in  prison  beyond  my  normal 
release  date,  solely  for  exposure  to  a  disease 
rather  than  because  of  a  crime. 

We  have  almost  no  information  resources 
in  this  prison  camp  of  only  200,  and  I  would 
appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  could  send  me 
the  names  and  addresses  of  any  organiza¬ 
tions  that  are  involved  in  AIDS  civil  rights 
litigation. 

Looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you, 

Lewis  Sierra 

_  22193-053  (FPC) 

■  Danbury,  CT  0681 1 

A  hell  of  an  appeal 


Dear  GCN: 

Just  a  note  to  thank  the  folks  in  your  news 
department  for  their  continuing  coverage  of 
the  funds  left  over  from  the  March  on 
Washington,  and  to  respond  to  Leslie 
Cagan’s  letter  criticizing  that  coverage. 
Through  the  years  GCN1  s  willingness  to  step 
on  toes  within  the  gay/lesbian  community 
has  differentiated  it  from  the  namby-pamby 
We’re  All  One  Happy  Family  hype  of  most 
gay  print  media  and  has  given  its  staff  an  ac¬ 
tivist/advocate  role  instead  of  the  more 
typical  pseudo-passive  role  as  “objective” 
reporters  of  news  other  gay  people  “make.” 

I’m  sure  Leslie  knows  as  well  as  anyone  that 
all  newspaper  reporters  learn  quickly  how  to 
manipulate  information  to  support  their 
position,  and  how  writers  for  the  Globe,  the 
New  York  Times,  Newsweek  are  carefully 
taught  to  assume  that  obnoxiously  cool,  dis¬ 
tant,  “unbiased”  tone  as  they  ever-so- 
subtly  defend  the  interests  of  the  capitalists 
and  imperialists  who  pay  their  salaries.  I 
doubt  she’d  like  to  see  that  tone  adopted  in 
GCN.  I’m  personally  glad  when  one  of 
GCN’s  staffwriters  manages  (as  Jennie 
McKnight  did  in  this  case)  simultaneously  to 
convey  some  feeling  and  meaning  —  yes, 
bias  —  while  providing  enough  information 
from  a  range  of  sources  that  a  reader  can 
form  an  opinion  that  might  be  contrary  to 
the  author’s.  (Leslie  acknowledges  in  her 
letter  that  the  funds  article  did  provide  such 
information.) 

I  think  in  general  that  such  a  mix  of 
feeling-plus-information  is  what  GCA^s 
news  pages  aim  for,  though  with  such  a  wide 
assortment  of  paid  and  volunteer  writers 
there  is  some  healthy  diversity  of  form.  I’d 
hardly  relegate  a  story  as  important  as  the 
one  on  surplus  funds  to  the  op-ed  or 
features  pages,  as  Leslie  seems  to  suggest, 
just  because  its  author  obviously  cared 
about  what  she  was  covering.  Actually, 
McKnight  was  relatively  mild-mannered  and 
restrained,  though  she  evidently  stepped  on 
a  toe  or  two  —  in  the  best  GCN  tradition.  I 
say,  great!  Keep  providing  us  with  informa¬ 
tion  about  what  our  leaders  are  doing  in  our 
names  and  with  our  cash.  Somebody  has  to 
keep  them  honest.  If  it  isn’t  the  can¬ 
tankerous,  belligerent,  opinionated  folks  at 
GCN,  who  will  it  be? 

In  terms  of  the  story  in  question,  it  seems 
plausible  (and  consistent  with  vague  impres¬ 
sions  I’ve  gathered  as  a  GCN  hanger- 
outer/volunteer)  that  GCN’s  role  as  a 
community-based,  grassroots  project  put  it 
in  more  direct  contact  with  local  March 
organizers  than  with  the  national  leadership 
(in  fact,  GCN  provided  space  for  the  local 
Boston  committee).  Such  a  connection 
might  have  influenced  its  understanding  of 
the  issues,  though  the  news  format  doesn’t 
provide  a  reporter  with  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  his/her  relationship  to  either  the 
principals  or  principles  of  any  given  article. 

Letters  to  the  Editor,  on  the  other  hand, 
do  provide  a  wonderful  opportunity  to 
elaborate  on  the  nature  and  source  of  one’s 
interest  in  a  story,  and  I  think  it  would  have 
been  illuminating  had  Leslie  chosen  to 
discuss  her  own  professional  and/or  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  (if  any)  to  the  National 
March  executive  committee  or  to  anyone 
else  who  might  have  felt  attacked  by  GCN’s 
coverage.  Such  a  gesture  of  leadership  might 
have  not  only  added  to  the  credibility  of  her 
position  but  brought  the  discussion  to 


Dear  GCN: 

I’m  going  to  write  this  at  the  risk  of  being 
classified  as  another  complaining  prisoner. 
But  what  I’m  really  trying  to  do  is  to  let  the 
public  know  how  screwed  up  this  country’s 
prison  systems  are. 

On  the  17th  of  November  I  was  put  in  the 
hole  [segregation]  because  the  administra¬ 
tion  accused  me  and  my  lover  of  fighting. 
We  were  sort  of  fighting  but  not  the  extent 
that  they  made  it  appear.  (We  later  found 
out  through  several  officers  that  they 
wanted  to  transfer  my  lover,  so  they  puffed 
up  the  charges.)  In  fact,  they  dismissed  the 
charges  against  me  and  raised  Ronn’s  shot 
(charge)  to  ‘assault’.  So  they  got  Ronny 
transferred  and  made  me  look  like  I  had  set 
him  up  (to  get  my  charge  reduced). 

Well,  so  I  wrote  Ronn’s  appeal  for  him, 
quoting  Bureau  of  Prison  policy 
throughout.  I’m  going  to  brag  a  little  bit 
here.  I  wrote  him  a  hell  of  an  appeal.  It  was 
so  good  that  if  the  Warden  didn’t  reverse  the 
action,  he  would  look  like  a  fool  on  down 
the  line  when  someone  of  higher  command 
did.  Well,  needless  to  say  they  found  a  way 
to  get  around  it.  They  “lost”  it;  and,  no,  he 
can’t  resubmit  it  because  the  15  day  period 
for  appeal  has  expired. 

In  order  to  separate  us,  they  moved  me  to 
a  cell  upstairs.  But,  ha!,  they  put  me  in  the 
cell  right  above  him  and  we  talked  through 
the  vent!  During  my  3  weeks  upstairs  they 
wrote  4  disciplinaries  on  me:  one  for  yank¬ 
ing  my  handcuffs  away  from  an  officer  who 
was  hurting  me  by  twisting  them,  one  for 
throwing  a  roll  of  toilet  paper  in  the  hall  (the 
officer  said  I  threw  it  at  him,  when  actually 
he  hit  me  in  the  stomach  with  it  when  he 
gave  it  to  me),  and  two  verbal  “assaults”. 

Now,  not  only  have  I  got  4  of  the  highest 
offences  on  my  record,  which  means 
another  1  Vi  years  in  this  place,  but  I’m  be¬ 
ing  separated  from  the  man  I  love!! 

I  know  there’s  a  lot  of  homosexuals  in 
prisons  all  over  the  place  that  are  going 
through  the  same  thing,  or  things  similar  to 
this.  All  I  can  say  to  you  is  be  cool,  stick 
together  and  do  your  best  to  keep  your  ‘af¬ 
fairs’  away  from  the  administration’s 
“feelers”  because  there’s  no  justice  in  the 
justice  business. 

Keeping  the  faith  for  those  inside, 

Jery  Ragland 
17324-009 

_  Box  1000 

■  Seagoville,  TX  75159 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Two  Americas,  one 
choice  for  president 

By  David  Scondras 


You  and  I  live  in  two  Americas.  When  the 
other  America  framed  our  Constitution,  it 
left  out  everyone  except  a  handful  of  white 
male  property  owners.  Our  America  fought 
back.  Tom  Paine’s  fiery  prose  called  for  the 
participation  of  women  and  those  who  own¬ 
ed  no  land  in  the  decision  making. 

Their  America  imposed  a  narrow, 
puritanical  theocracy.  Our  America  fought 
for  freedom  of  religion  and  speech,  and 
won. 

Their  America  grew  wealthy  from 
slavery,  and  ours  brought  about  the 
Underground  Railroad,  slave  rebellions, 
and  the  Civil  War.  Their  America  spawned 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  segregation.  Our 
America  forged  the  Black  power  and  civil 
rights  movements. 

Their  America  considered  women  proper¬ 
ty  which  belongs  at  home,  washing  dishes 
and  raising  children.  It  refused  them  the 
right  to  vote,  the  right  to  go  to  school,  and 
even  the  right  to  control  their  own  bodies. 
Elizabeth  Stanton,  Sojourner  Truth,  and 
our  other  freedom  fighters  won  the  right  for 
women  to  vote,  own  property,  and  continue 
to  fight  for  freedom  of  choice. 

And  the  battles  go  on. 

For  two  hundred  years  their  America 
maintained  the  brutal  oppression  of  gay  and 

I  am  supporting  Jesse 
Jackson  for  president  because 
we  need  him  and  he  needs  us. 

lesbian  people.  Two  decades  ago  at 
Stonewall,  our  America  fought  back,  and 
we  are  still  fighting  back. 

Anita  Bryant,  Jerry  Falwell,  and  John 
Briggs  wil  be  thrown  on  the  trash  heap  of 
history  along  with  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  the 
Nazis.  But  only  when  we  act. 

Today,  their  America  benefits  from 
policies  which  bring  us  rivers  without  fish 
and  beaches  with  raw  sewage.  Their 
America  benefits  from  hazardous  waste, 
racism,  and  from  the  suffering  of  the  sick 
who  cannot  afford  medical  care.  Their 
America  sells  arms  to  all  sides  of  wars.  Their 
America  profits  from  the  balance  of  nuclear 
terror  and  from  arming  thugs  in  Central 
America. 

Their  America  teaches  its  children  to 
devalue  women,  seniors,  Jews,  people  of 
color,  gay  and  lesbian  people,  and  anyone 
who  does  not  fit  into  their  narrow  vision  of 
our  country.  Their  America  would  rather 
see  our  children  die  than  teach  them  safer 
sex. 

It  is  up  to  us  to  fight  for  ourselves  and  the 
children  of  our  future. 

We  must  move  beyond  hollow  victories  in 
which  we  win  rhetoric  —  but  not  the  laws, 
the  programs,  the  money,  nor  the  power  to 
address  our  human  rights  agenda.  We  must 
gain  the  power  to  end  homophobia,  racism 
and  sexism,  to  bring  about  social  and 
economic  justice  for  all,  to  clean  up  and 
care  for  our  environment,  and  to  end 
policies  of  foreign  intervention  and  nuclear 
terror. 

Their  powerful  club  is  run  by  those  who 
are  married  to  the  bankrupt  policies  of  the 
past. 

We  must  join  with  those  who  have  not 
benefited  from  these  policies,  a  “majority 
of  minorities”  who  are  ready  to  come 
together  and  who  know  that  each  group 
needs  the  other. 

1  am  supporting  Jesse  Jackson  for  Presi¬ 
dent  —  because  we  need  him  and  he  needs 
us.  We  can  count  less  on  charity  from 
friends  whose  supporters  fear  us. 

Every  candidate  was  welcome  to  come  to 
the  March  on  Washington.  Only  one  came. 
Only  one  touched  the  thousands  of  people 
with  AIDS.  Only  one  committed  himself  to 
supporting  us  and  has  spoken  forcefully  for 
us  since. 

Can  you  believe  that  candidates  who 
didn’t  even  have  the  guts  to  show  up  at  our 
march  will  have  the  guts  to  fight  for  us? 
What  will  happen  when  they  have  to  stand 
alone? 

We  need  a  President  who  will  lead  a  war 
against  AIDS  of  the  scale  and  determination 
with  which  President  Kennedy  made  Am¬ 
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erica  the  first  country  to  reach  the  moon. 

We  need  a  leader  who  will  win  the  fight 
for  civil  rights,  one  who  will  stand  with  the 
gay  and  lesbian  people  of  our  country  and 
end  the  social  apartheid  that  poisons 
America. 

We  need  a  leader  who  knows  that 
teaching  children  to  devalue  and  hate 
themselves  because  they  are  “different”  is 
an  act  of  child  abuse. 

Led  by  Jackson,  those  who  historically 
have  been  devalued  and  left  out  of  the 
mainstream  of  American  life  can  address 
our  community’s  needs  and  America’s 
needs.  A  coalition  is  growing  that  respects 
each  of  the  member  groups  because  each 
group  is  necessary  to  its  strength,  and  it  is 
getting  stronger  every  day. 

An  AIDS  program  based  on  this  coalition 
would  never  be  marginalized.  The  civil 
rights  of  gay  and  lesbian  people  would  be 
ensured.  Rather  than  being  discussed  as  acts 
of  charity  from  well-meaning  liberal  leaders, 
our  agenda  would  be  addressed  as  acts  of 
necessity,  the  bottom  line  demands  of  a  core 
constituency  central  to  Jackson’s  coalition. 

Support  Jackson  and  our  issues  will  be 
made  part  of  the  debate  among  the  can¬ 
didates  and  part  of  the  Democratic  Party’s 
agenda.  Jackson  will  make  sure  of  it  — 
because  he  needs  us. 

David  Scondras  is  an  openly  gay  City 
Councilor  in  Boston,  MA. 


‘‘Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  Job  Opening 

Art  Director  (available  April  4  or  earlier):  Main¬ 
tain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on  production 
night.  Design  centerspreads  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artists),  weekly  display  advertis¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  promotional  materials,  pamphlets, 
etc.  Qualifications:  Stong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production  and 
printing  techniques,  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred,  but  training  is  available. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay / 
lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine  health 
care  through  Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  of¬ 
fers  staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  this  position,  please  send  resume 
and  cover  letter  ASAP  to  GCN  job  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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Michael  Goodson  as  Lady  Bracknell 


Earnest  it  is 

The  farce  falls  short  in  the  New  Ehrlich ’s  production  of 
The  Importance  of  Being  Earnest 


The  Importance  of  Being  Earnest.  By  Oscar 
Wilde.  Directed  by  Terry  Soecker.  With  Michael 
Goodson,  Doreen  DiSanza,  Colin  Martin,  John 
Sharian,  Heather  Glenn,  Charlotte  Peed  and  Tim 
Dungan-Levant.  At  the  New  Ehrlich  Theatre, 
Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont  St. 
Thurs.  through  Sun.  until  Feb.  28. 

By  Paul  Dixon 

ohn,  who  goes  by  the  name  of  Jack  in  the 
country  and  Earnest  in  the  city,  loves 
Gwendolyn,  of  London.  She,  in  turn, 
loves  Jack,  for  his  charm  and  his 
looks,  but  mostly  because  his  name  is 
Earnest. 

Algernon,  Jack’s  friend  and  confidant, 
loves  Cecily,  who  loves  him  back  devotedly. 

But  as  fate  would 
have  it,  Algernon 
has  told  her  that  he 
is  also  called 
Earnest.  And  in  all  earnest,  she  believes  him 
and  loves  him  all  the  more,  simply  because 
his  name  is  indeed  Earnest  (so  she  thinks). 

And  Lady  Bracknell?  She  thinks  neither 
Cecily  nor  Jack  are  good  enough  for  either 
her  daughter  Gwendolyn  or  her  nephew 
Algernon. 

Such  are  the  modest  beginnings  of  Oscar 
Wilde’s  classic  1895  farce,  The  Importance 
of  Being  Earnest.  Considered  a  masterpiece 
by  many,  this  play  exemplifies  Wilde  at  his 
best.  It  sizzles  with  his  incomparable  wit  as  it 
outrageously  satirizes  the  romance,  educa¬ 
tion  and  of  course,  upper-class  of  19th  cen¬ 
tury  England.  At  the  same  time,  it  remains, 
as  Wilde  himself  said,  “trivial.” 

While  Wilde’s  farce  slices  at  today’s  socie¬ 
ty  as  it  did  England  of  nearly  100  years  ago, 
the  current  production  at  the  New  Ehrlich 
tears  like  a  dull  bread  knife  through  a  loaf. 
W'e  end  up  with  only  crumbs. 

Wilde’s  play  is  outrageous.  Filled  with 
outlandish  situations,  incredible  plot  lines 
and  characters  w ho  epitomize  hypocrisy,  the 
play  should  soar  to  insanity.  In  this  produc¬ 
tion,  however,  the  play  reaches  few  heights. 

The  problems  start  with  Terry  Stoecker’s 
conservative  direction,  which  sells  the  play 
and  its  actors  short.  For  example,  instead  of 
giving  the  characters  frenzied,  exaggerated 
strides  or  poses  to  complement  Wilde’s 


dialogue,  Stoecker  lets  them  get  away  with 
making  everyday  entrances.  No  one 
prances,  zooms  or  crawls.  They  all  stroll. 

They  don’t  even  smoke  their  cigarettes 
with  any  style. 

Even  the  costumes  need  more  pizzazz. 
They  should  poke  fun  at  the  styles  of  the 
time.  Algernon’s  hot  pink  foulard  is  not 
enough.  Make  his  suit  hot  pink  and  Gwen¬ 
dolyn’s  and  Cecily’s  bustles  bigger.  These 
characters  were  written  bigger  than  life  and 
should  appear  that  way. 

As  for  the  actors,  they  do  the  best  they 
can  under  the  circumstances.  As  Cecily, 
Heather  Glenn  tries  hard,  but  she  needs  to 
be  even  more  vapid,  trivial  and  oblivious  to 
the  world  around  her.  Similarly,  John 
Sharian  does  an  adequate  job  as  John.  But 
like  Glenn,  he  never  goes  far  enough. 

Fortunately,  Colin  Martin,  as  Algernon, 
moves  well  on  the  stage  and  seems  to  have  a 
grasp  of  what  is  really  going  on  (or  rather 
what  should  have  been  going  on).  His 
delivery  is  wonderful  and  his  timing  near¬ 
perfect.  Charlotte  Peed,  as  Miss  Prism,  also 
gives  a  solid  performance.  Wilde’s  words 
come  trippingly  off  her  tongue.  Better  still, 
Doreen  DiSanza  as  Gwendolyn  does  a  for¬ 
midable  job.  Her  work  in  the  famous  tea 
scene  between  her  and  Cecily  is  the  pinnacle 
of  her  performance. 

Saving  the  best  for  last,  Michael  Good- 
son,  as  Lady  Bracknell,  towers  over  his 
fellow  cast  members  in  every  conceivable 
way.  As  the  indomitable  matriarch.  Good- 
son  is  in  rare  form.  He  delivers  Bracknell’s 
lines  with  a  bitchiness  that  would  make 
Dynasty’ s  Alexis  shake  in  her  stilettos.  He 
moves  as  if  every  eye  were  upon  him,  and  he 
loves  it.  His  timing  is  flawless.  Each  facial 
expression  is  a  gem.  A  chance  to  see  him  ad¬ 
just  his  necklace  might  in  fact  be  enough  to 
make  the  show  worthwhile. 

As  a  child,  I  had  an  obsession  with  ice 
cream.  After  a  triple  cone  with  sprinkles,  I 
cried,  “More,  more,  more!”  That  sums  up 
my  feelings  here  as  well. 

Send  this  one  back  to  the  grinding 
wheel.  □ 
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Experience  the  unexpected. 


February  26  &  27 
8  PM 

The  Strand  Theater 
543  Columbia  Rd, 
Dorchester 

Tickets  $12  ($10  Dance 
Umbrella  Members) 
Tickets  available  at  all 
Ticketron  locations 
or 

Charge  by  Phone 
720-3434 


"provocative"  | 

"captivating" 

"hilarious" 


Urtxin  Bush  Woman's 
Boston  appearance 
is  part  ol  the  National 
Performance  Networti 
(NPN) 


Dance  Umbrella 

Jeremy  Alliger,  Director 

presents 

Something  to 
Shout  About!! 

URBAN 

BUSH 

WOMEN 


\ 


Dionne  Warwick  and  Cyndi  Lauper  at  the  Metro  Boston  Against  AIDS  fundraiser,  Dec  4  '85. 


Coming  out  in 
unexpected  ways 

“Perhaps  the  greatest  tragedy  is  that  Rita  came  down  with 
AIDS  before  her  dream  could  be  realized.  ” 


By  Marea  Murray 

It’s  the  summer  of  1985.  Maya,  one  of  the 
veteran  buddies  at  Boston’s  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  (AAC)  is  leaving  for 
Europe.  He  has  worked  with  Rita  some  two 
years.  A  notorious  character,  Rita  is  a 
Cuban  transsexual  who  has  withstood  more 
bouts  of  PCP  (pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia)  than  anyone  else  to  date.  She 
needs  a  buddy  and  Peter  at  AAC  keeps  ask¬ 
ing  me.  Though  my  stints  working  one-on- 
one  with  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  have 
been  comparatively  short,  they  have  all  been 
intense.  My  life  —  between  volunteering  at 
AAC,  full-time  social  work,  school,  work 
and  lover  —  is  stretched  to  the  limit.  Yet 
there  is  no  one  available  for  Rita,  and  Maya 
is  to  leave  shortly.  I’m  torn,  but  finally  say 
I’ll  do  what  I  can  until  a  buddy  with  more 
time  can  be  found. 

At  one  of  the  residences  for  people  with 
AIDS  in  Boston,  Rita  greets  me  wearing 
large  eyeglasses,  make-up,  a  tee-shirt  and 
skirt.  She  leads  me  up  to  her  room  where  we 
chat  nervously  about  her  good  friend  Jana 
and  other  matters  while  we  wait  for  Maya. 
I’m  not  sure  what  to  make  of  her  nor  she  of 
me  and  I’m  fully  aware  that  she  and  Maya 
are  very  attached  to  each  other.  Later,  Maya 
gives  me  a  short  history  and  the  necessary 
details  as  he’ll  be  unreachable  on  the  road.  I 
send  Rita’s  mother  and  stepfather  my  con¬ 
tact  numbers. 

I’m  curious  about  Rita’s  life  and 
metamorphosis,  but  I’m  hesitant  to  ask 
questions.  I  find  out  nothing  seems  to  faze 
her.  Her  sex  change  protocol  stopped  when 
she  was  diagnosed.  One  breast  was  damaged 
and  a  lung  punctured  when  they  were  trying 
to  help  her  breathe  during  a  PCP  bout.  She 
is  mystified  about  how  she  got  “it”  and  she 
tells  me  about  being  abandoned  by  her 
suburban  family  —  a  man  to  whom  she’d 
been  wife  and  his  young  children  to  whom 
she’d  been  mother.  She’d  rather  regale  me 
with  stories  of  drag  shows,  her  travels,  men 
she’s  known,  her  life  in  Florida.  She  repeats 
the  stories  months  later  when  Tim  becomes 
her  full-time  buddy.  Rita  strikes  me  as  very 
gay  in  her  musical  tastes  and  love  of  the 
nightlife,  but  tells  me  sotto  voce  she  feels 
strange  living  in  a  house  of  gay  men.  It  is  an 
outside-ness  I  come  to  understand. 

We  trade  stories  about  being  hassled  for 
who  we  are  in  the  street.  Sometimes,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  she  is  feeling  sick  or  depress¬ 
ed,  her  stubble  will  show  through.  When  we 
go  to  one  of  her  favorite  thrift  stores  —  she 
in  her  skirt  and  me  in  my  fatigues  —  she 
buys  blouses  and  skirts  while  I  purchase  a 
book  on  feminist  therapy.  I  watch  the  other 
women  shoppers  and  passersby,  anxious 
they’ll  say  something  hurtful  to  Rita,  but 
they  do  not.  We  just  get  a  lot  of  stares. 

In  a  disconcerting  iVay,  I  come  up  against 
my  own  sexism.  Uncomfortable  when  she 
wants  to  engage  in  “girl  talk,”  I  must  con¬ 
front  how  much  energy  I  spend  distancing 
myself  from  the  “ostentatiously  feminine” 
(sic)  and  from  women  comfortable  in  tradi¬ 


tional  roles  —  even  with  this  very  non- 
traditional  person.  I’m  unsure  why  Peter 
matched  us,  but  I’m  learning  more  than  I 
can  articulate. 

Often  when  I  visit,  Rita  insists  we  eat, 
making  us  beans  and  rice  and  sometimes 
meat.  Once  she  receives  a  check  from  her 
mother  and  we  go  to  Ground  Round  on  her. 
She  is  happy  with  the  meal,  a  Southern 
Comfort  and  Coke  (or  two)  and  we  laugh. 
Sometimes  I’m  embarrassed  to  be  with  her 
(and  feel  guilty  about  it).  At  the  same  time,  I 
respect  her  courage.  Treated  like  a  freak  in 
and  out  of  the  hospitals  since  she’s 
undergone  sex  change,  Rita  is  a  survivor. 
Perhaps  the  greatest  tragedy  is  that  she  came 
down  with  AIDS  before  her  dream  could  be 
realized.  Still,  she  lives  with  astounding 
energy  and  gusto  on  her  good  days. 

■ 

One  fall  day  another  PWA  who  lives  with 
her  in  the  newest  residence  comes  upon  us 
having  lunch  in  their  kitchen.  Rita  has  been 
low  and  I’ve  not  seen  her  in  a  while. 
Telephone  conversations  with  her  are  most¬ 
ly  long  silences. 

“Y’know,  most  people  wouldn’t  do  what 
you’re  doing,”  John  says. 

Unsure  what  he  means,  I  look  up  while 
Rita  continues  munching. 

“Eating  with  a  PWA  off  real  dishes.” 

■ 

Interviewing  with  a  straight  woman  who 
is  looking  for  a  roommate,  I  nod  when  she 
tells  me  she  has  some  gay  friends  but  they 
are  all  men.  Towards  the  end  of  the  visit  I 
ask  her  for  a  glass  of  water.  She  stands  to 
reach  for  one  in  the  cupboard  and  pauses. 
Back  turned*,  she  chuckles  and  asks  “We 
can  share  glasses,  can’t  we?”  Caught  off 
guard,  I’m  not  sure  whether  she’s  posing  the 
question  because  I’m  gay  or  because  of  my 
AIDS  work.  The  sinking  feeling  tells  me  she 
has  already  made  up  her  mind. 

■ 

I’m  off  to  the  Bay  area  for  a  vacation  with 
my  lover.  The  difference  from  a  year  ago  is 
stunning.  AIDS  is  everywhere  and  the 
Castro  is  comparatively  deserted.  One  of  my 
lover’s  friends  has  seen  a  letter  from  me  in 
Ms.  They’ve  edited  it  down  to  how  AIDS  is 
affecting  the  struggle  for  gay  rights,  taking 
out  any  references  to  women  with  AIDS  or 
at-risk  for  AIDS.  I  find  it  ominous. 

My  lover’s  mother  asks  me  about  my 
work  when  she  and  I  are  alone.  It  is  the  only 
time  anyone  has  ever  asked  me  if  I  might  be 
infected  from  it  and  potentially  “a  carrier” 
in  a  sexual  context.  Numbly,  I  answer  “No, 
I’m  not  putting  your  daughter  at  risk.” 

■ 

Rock  Hudson’s  face  is  on  both  covers  — 
Time  and  Newsweek.  I  decide  to  buy  them 
to  check  out  the  coverage.  Setting  the 
magazines  on  the  counter,  I  reach  for  my 
wallet. 

“Oh,  such  a  shame.  He  was  such  a  hand¬ 
some  man,”  sighs  the  clerk.  I  do  not  say 
what  I  am  thinking:  Many  other  handsome 


men  died  before  this  and  few  cared.  The 
coverage  leaves  me  mixed.  Reagan  actually 
makes  a  statement.  A  star  who  “happened 
to  be  gay”  has  died.  There  is  a  public  out¬ 
pouring  of  concern  and  sadness.  Liz  Taylor 
gets  involved  with  AmFar  (American 
Federation  for  AIDS  Research).  It  is 
another  watershed,  I  tell  myself,  America  is 
discovering  AIDS  at  last.  A  feeling  of  dread 
washes  over  me. 

■ 

It’s  September  of  1985  and  I’m  interning 
by  a  twist  of  fate  at  a  Catholic  hospital,  one 
of  the  three  free-care  facilities  in  Boston. 
Given  I’m  the  only  student  in  the  social 
work  department  and  the  only  intern  work¬ 
ing  on  the  oncology  /renal  floors,  I  expect  to 
feel  isolated.  I  see  only  one  gay  man  in  the 
mental  health  meetings.  At  least  there  is 
one.  I’m  also  braced  for  other  feelings.  My 
father  died  in  a  hospial  with  cancer  six  years 
ago  this  month  after  suffering  years  and 
spending  his  last  eight  months  bedridden  at 
home. 

■ 

A  man  new  to  my  pod,  or  sub-group  of 
I  buddies  at  AAC,  is  diagnosed.  Soon  Paul 
|  Cronin  will  be  famous  for  successfully  suing 
New  England  Telephone  for  breach  of  con¬ 
fidentiality  and  discrimination.  Meanwhile, 
Tim  and  the  rest  of  the  AAC  have  moved  to 
their  new  Boylston  Street  offices  and  will 
soon  incorporate  as  a  separate  entity  from 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center.  Larry 
Kessler,  AAC’s  executive  director,  points 
out  to  me  —  several  times  —  that  posters  for 
the  AAC  Dynasty  II  benefit  feature  two 
same  sex  couples  this  year.  I’m  surprised 
Larry  remembers  my  letter  to  Peter  about 
last  year’s  all-male  poster.  I  notice  the 
“dykes”  on  the  poster  are  in  dresses,  but  the 
crowd  itself  is  more  diverse.  I  glimpse  the 
lover  of  a  PWA  I  was  buddies  with,  Thom, 
across  the  hall.  I’m  pleased  we  manage  to 
get  within  range  of  each  other.  We  kiss  in 
greeting  and  he  seems  in  good  spirits.  Just  as 
my  lover  and  I  are  leaving,  Rita  and  Jana 
make  their  entrance.  Statuesque,  Jana  is 
dressed  in  black  while  Rita  is  in  gold  sequins 
and  stilettos.  I’m  amazed  and  my  lover  is 
speechless  as  she’s  never  met  Rita.  That’s 
her,  all  right! 

■ 

There  is  talk  at  school  of  an  “Isms”  com¬ 
mittee  forming  to  combat  sexism  and  other 
kinds  of  discrimination.  I  get  on  it.  Almost 
immediately  a  faculty  member  tells  us  how 
divided  his  health  policy  class  is  around 
AIDS  and  issues  like  quarantining. 

“I’m  a  lesbian  who’s  been  a  buddy  to 
four  people  with  AIDS.  I’d  be  glad  to  speak 
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Nervous  System),  and  find  his  wife  tapping 
his  back  to  loosen  the  fluid  that  inevitably 
gathers  in  his  lungs.  Flashing  back  to  doing 
the  same  thing  with  my  Dad  when  he  was  at 
home,  bedridden,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
intrude  on  the  couple.  It  is  only  days  later 
that  I  can  bear  the  full  impact  of  emotions 
that  come  full  throttle  to  the  surface.  I  come 
out  to  my  supervisor,  telling  her  how  hard  it 
is  to  deal  with  the  homophobia  and 
AIDSphobia  in  a  Catholic  hospital.  She 
asks  how  I  manage  “all  this.”  I  have  no 
answer. 

■ 

A  man  with  a  horrible ,  raw-skinned  face 
has  taken  me  out  to  dinner  and  gets  very 
upset  with  me  over  something  trivial.  That ’s 
not  why  I  brought  you  here,  he  says,  tears  in 
his  eyes.  I  try  to  understand,  finding  /  can- 
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to  your  class.”  The  committee  looks  at  me. 

I  guess  it  was  a  mouthful. 

I’m  coming  out  in  new  ways  and  some  of 
it’s  unexpected. 

■ 

My  lover  and  I  break  up  in  an  especially 
wrenching  way.  A  week  later  I  walk  into  a 
cancer  patient’s  room,  knowing  he  is  show¬ 
ing  signs  of  CNS  (damage  to  the  Central 
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AIDS  Action  Commitee's  ARTCETERA  '85 
organizers  (L-R):  Patrick  Roll,  Mike  Ward,  Harry 
Codings,  Bill  Hodgins,  Liz  Page,  Pam  Hoyle, 
Michael  Dowling,  Peter  Cassels,  Bill  Feldkamp,  Bob 
Griffith,  David  Latham,  and  Larry  Kessler 

not  speak.  Suddenly  I  become  aware  the 
roof  is  leaking.  Two  women  sit  at  other 
tables  in  old-fashioned  dress.  They  are 
oblivious  to  the  streams  of  water  leaking 
down  all  around  them.  Startled,  I  shout 
“It’s  getting  closer.”  One  of  the  women 
looks  up  and  exclaims  “ It  is!”  as  if  noticing 
the  decaying  process  for  the  first  time.  I’m 
seeing  how  shabby  this  restaurant,  this 
“treat,  ”  really  is  as  I  turn  back  to  this  man 
who  seems  to  be  like  an  open  sore... 

Awakening  quickly,  I  consider  the  AIDS 
talk  I’m  to  give  and  recall  Charlie  and  his  le¬ 
sions,  his  burned  swollen  face  and  the 
woman  in  the  driveway  blocking  the  path  of 
a  cab  coming  to  get  him.  And  I  cry. 

It’s  not  the  first  AIDS  dream  by  any 
means,  but  my  denial  and  resistance  are  at 
low  ebb.- 

■ 

Looking  over  the  chart  of  a  patient  I’m 
supposed  to  see  at  the  hospital,  I  hear  a 
nurse  come  slamming  out  of  a  room  mumbl¬ 
ing  audibly  about  AIDS  and  “no  one  giving 
a  damn  about  us.”  “These  people  shouldn’t 
be  here,”  she  says  to  another  nurse,  referr¬ 
ing  to  the  bloodied,  suspected  IV-drug  using 
and  homeless  man  they  are  trying  to 
discharge  by  5  p.m.  I  feel  a  shudder  and  go 
to  find  my  supervisor.  She  tells  me  to  see  the 
Director.  Then  I  hear  the  inpatient  psych 
unit  has  a  gay  man  they  think  has  AIDS. 
The  shit  is  hitting  the  fan. 

I  suggest  a  talk  on  psychosocial  issues  and 
AIDS  for  staff  and  volunteer  myself  and  so¬ 
meone  from  AAC.  An  LICSW,  Leo  will 
probably  carry  more  weight  with  them.  I 
make  the  arrangements,  wondering  who  will 
show.  It’s  all  I  can  do.  I  tell  myself  I  am  do¬ 
ing  too  much  as  it  is;  and,  to  my  supervisor  I 
say  it’s  not  up  to  me  to  educate  the  hospital 
staff. 

Meanwhile,  Rita  has  gone  back  into 
Mass.  General.  Tim  tells  me  she’s  depressed 
and  talking  about  this  being  it.  When  I  reach 
her,  she  doesn’t  even  give  me  hell  for  not 
calling  in  a  while.  (She  never  calls  me.)  I 
decide  to  make  a  day  of  it  when  Leo  and  I  do 
our  presentation  on  a  Friday  in  early 
December.  Only  two  people  from  the  psych 
unit  show  and,  as  for  our  department,  the 
Director  and  her  assistant  are  missing. 

I  ride  the  T  to  see  Rita  in  my  suit.  The 
gesture  isn’t  lost  on  her  as  she  compliments 
me  on  my  threads.  We  talk  quietly  and 
watch  some  television  until  she  asks  for  the 
urinal  and  I  offer  to  leave. 

■ 

David  Aronstein,  LICSW,  the  newest 
member  of  the  AAC  staff,  is  to  meet  me  in 
the  Student  Union  room  where  we’ll  be  ad¬ 
dressing  health  workers,  faculty  and  “the 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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educator  Billy 
Jones  talks 
about  providing 
education  to 
people 

“observed  from 
afar  by 
society” 

By  CHRIS  BULL 

Billy  Jones  is  a  health  educator  with  the 
Whitman-Walker  Health  Clinic  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  He  provides  education  to 
“ alienated  communities  and  subcultures” 
—  populations  he  says  are  “ observed  from 
afar  by  society.  ”  Incarcerated  populations, 
which  include  prisoners  in  detention 
centers,  jails,  community  correctional 
centers,  pre-release  and  work  furlough  pro¬ 
grams,  IV  drug  users,  prostitutes  and 
transpersons,  including  crossdressers,  trans¬ 
sexuals,  transvestites,  gender  fucks  and 
male  and  female  impersonators,  are  often 
looked  at  from  a  theoretical  rather  than  per¬ 
sonal  perspective  by  health  care  profes¬ 
sionals,  leaving  these  groups  without  pro¬ 
per  health  care  and  AIDS  information. 
Jones  also  works  with  gay  and  bisexual  men 
who  engage  in  high-risk  sexual  activity.  He 
says  the  most  effective  and  innovative  AIDS 
education  programs  are  “street  outreach” 
projects,  where  outreach  workers  share  their 
personal  experiences  with  people  on  the 
streets.  As  a  gay  Black  man  and  " ex-con ,  ” 
Jones  has  earned  a  reputation  as  an  in¬ 
novative  educator,  reaching  out  to  previous¬ 
ly  ignored  and  stigmatized  populations. 

Bull:  From  your  work  with  alienated  com¬ 
munities  and  subcultures,  is  it  possible  to 
estimate  the  extent  of  the  AIDS  epidemic  in 
these  communities? 

Jones:  It  is  our  belief  that  the  rate  of  infec¬ 
tion  is  pretty  high  in  every  subculture.  What 
we  are  talking  about  is  subcultures  that  are 
indeed  involved  in  high-risk  practices.  Most 
groups  have  multiple  risk-factors  through 
sharing  works  and  participating  in  parts  of 
the  commercialized  sex  industry.  What  we 
are  also  taking  about  are  communities  where 
not  a  great  deal  of  education  has  been 
directed,  subcultures  that  are  stigmatized. 


misunderstood,  typecast  and  feared.  These 
are  subcultures  people  would  really  prefer 
not  talking  about.  And  the  reason  the 
government,  mainstream  society  and  pro¬ 
fessionals  are  dealing  with  them  at  all  is 
because  they  perceive  the  only  way  to  pro¬ 
tect  mainstream  society  is  to  deal  with  fringe 
communities.  And  even  then,  the  response  is 
to  arrest,  test  and  isolate. 

Bull:  Explain  the  methods  you  use  to  iden¬ 
tify  and  educate  alienated  communities. 
Where  do  you  find  them  and  how  do  you  get 
them  to  practice  safe  sex  and  use  clean 
needles? 

Jones:  Well,  with  gay  men  we  identify  cruise 
areas  and  what  goes  on  in  them.  Cruising 
per  se  does  not  put  them  at  risk,  but  when  it 
is  clear  that  they  are  not  practicing  safe  sex:,  we 
must  have  non-threatening  intervention  by 
people  who  understand  the  cruise  techni¬ 
ques.  We  can  playfully  but  responsibly  in¬ 
tervene.  We  can  say  that  sucking  cock  is 
OK,  but  that  tools  such  as  condoms  are 
necessary.  People  must  be  taught  to  take 
lubricants  and  condoms  along  when  they 
leave  home  just  like  you  would  never  go  out 
without  your  wallet.  When  we  deal  with  pro¬ 
stitutes  we  must  make  it  clear  we  are  not 
dealing  with  a  moral  issue.  We  should 
respect  them  professionally.  We  remind 
them  about  the  deadly  virus  and  give  them 
tools  while  listening  and  encouraging.  Or 
when  we  go  into  shooting  galleries  it  is  best 
to  know  the  leaders  and  their  body  and  ver¬ 
bal  language.  Many  on  the  street  see  us  as 
their  friends  —  as  their  advocates. 
Sometimes  they  even  warn  us  about  cops 
and  jump  outs  —  when  police  arrest 
everyone  in  a  certain  area.  We  have  built  up 
respect  and  rapport.  We  work  through  the 
trust  factor. 

Bull:  How  accessible  to  alienated  com¬ 
munities  are  AIDS  treatments,  services  and 
education? 

Jones:  They  are  available,  on  a  surface  level, 
but  not  particularly  utilized.  They  are  often 
introduced  only  when  politics  or  media  or 
funding  sources  ask  why  education  and  ser¬ 
vices  are  not  in  place.  Otherwise,  the  status 
quo  would  rather  not  rock  the  boat.  And 
even  when  the  boat  is  rocked,  it  is  addressed 
on  a  very  superficial  level  to  appease  the 
media.  Unless  someone  is  closely  monitor¬ 
ing  the  programs  that  are  proposed  in  terms 
of  quality,  effectiveness  and  outreach,  then 
they  die  by  the  wayside.  For  example,  in  a 
prison  setting,  prison  authorities  put  their 
best  foot  forward  when  you  come  in  to  visit. 
But  once  you  leave  it  goes  back  to  the  same 
old  situation.  Prison  administrators  claim  to 
show  AIDS  education  videos  but  they  show 
them  at  three,  four  and  five  in  the  morning, 
waking  people  up  to  watch  them.  And  then 
when  I  come  in  to  talk  about  the  videos  all 
they  want  to  do  is  go  back  to  sleep.  Also, 
HIV  testing  in  prisons  is  confidential,  but 
there  is  no  one  making  sure  of  this.  A 
prisoner  jacket  [file]  may  have  AIDS  written 
all  over  it.  Guidelines  are  set  but  no  one  has 
tested  or  worked  through  them. 

On  the  streets,  top  police  officials  assure 
us  we  have  their  cooperation  in  distributing 
bleach  and  condoms.  But  this  is  often  not 
communicated  to  local  precincts,  who 


refuse  to  cooperate.  They  see  store  fronts  we 
set  up  to  distribute  bleach  as  attracting  drug 
users.  They  see  users  congregating  there  and 
then  they  make  our  jobs  more  difficult. 
What  happens  at  the  top  is  not  same  as  what 
happens  at  the  bottom. 

Bull:  How  does  governmental  and  societal 
opposition  to  using  sexually  explicit 
language  inhibit  AIDS  education  in 
alienated  communities? 

Jones:  There  is  a  part  of  me  that  would  say  it 
does  not.  The  real  problem  is  that  institu¬ 
tions  (drug  treatment  and  correctional 
facilities)  that  are  supposed  to  be 
rehabilitating  people,  providing  skills  to 
people,  helping  people  recover,  are  not  tak¬ 
ing  a  wholistic  approach  to  the  individuals’ 
well-being.  Detention  centers  do  just  that. 
They  detain  people,  but  they  do  not  help  people 
cope  when  they  go  back  into  society.  Drug 
treatment  programs  are  often  not  effective 
because  they  are  not  innovative  enough  — 
not  providing  people  skills  to  deal  with  the 
real  world.  If  we  have  quality  educational 
programs  I  do  not  feel  the  literature  has  to 
use  the  crude  language  of  the  street.  In'fact 
it  is  an  ideal  opportunity  to  teach  people  a 
new  language.  There  are  times  when  using 
street  terms  makes  sense,  but  that  is  dif- ' 
ferent  from  using  profanity  or  degrading 
terminology.  Every  culture  has  its  own 
language.  I  use  a  different  language  with  my 
gay  friends  than  with  the  Black  people  in  my 
neighborhood.  We  need  to  understand  the 
similarities  and  differences  of  the  various 
cultures  and  improve  communication  bet¬ 
ween  them  and  ourselves.  The  test  of  your 
acceptance  in  a  subculture  is  when  they  give 
you  a  different  name  from  your  own.  On  the 
streets,  people  speak  in  codes,  especially 
about  drugs. 

This  is  a  society  that  is  uptight  about  sex, 
relationships  and  intimacy.  That  hinders  ad¬ 
dressing  the  AIDS  crisis.  And  what  people 
are  saying  about  sex  and  what  they  are  doing 
are  not  necessarily  the  same.  Overall  we 
have  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  since  we 
live  in  a  society  of  diverse  communities  and 
cultures,  we  must  come  up  with  a  pluralist, 
and  creative  approach  to  bring  us  all  to  the 
same  place  —  a  place  where  we  can  all  pro¬ 
tect  ourselves  from  a  deadly  virus.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  if  I  want  to  get  across  the  message,  I 
may  say  something  really  crude  but  basic. 
“To  the  same  extent  that  you  would  never 
think  about  sharing  toilet  paper  or  sharing  a 
sanitary  napkin,  you  must  never  share  a  nee¬ 
dle.”  And  there  are  always  silences  and 
pauses.  It  so  grosses  them  out  that  they  can’t 
even  comment,  but  they  get  the  message. 

Bull:  Many  mainstream  health  educators  are 
promoting  monogamy  or  abstinence  as  the 
primary  means  of  avoiding  infection.  How 
can  AIDS  education  be  addressed  in  a  sex¬ 
positive  manner? 


Jones:  I  don’t  think  it  is  appropriate  to  be 
scaring  people  about  sexuality  issues.  I  don’t 
want  to  retrogress  where  people  are  neurotic 


Billy  Jones 


and  frigid  and  men  are  impotent  and 
whenever  sex  comes  up  they  think  of  disease 
and  death  and  dying.  We  have  to  do  it  in  a 
positive  way,  but  also  by  getting  people  to  be 
responsible.  When  we  are  talking  about  sex 
we  are  talking  about  pleasure,  and  value 
systems  vary  from  group  to  group.  But 
again,  there  is  no  one  message  for  the  Black 
community  or  for  the  religious  community 
or  the  women’s  community  or  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  need  to  try  multiple  ap¬ 


proaches.  We  have  to  keep  changing  the 
messages  because  people  change,  and  sex¬ 
uality  changes.  We  must  keep  up  with  the 
times  and  the  cultures  we  are  working  with. 

Bull:  What  do  you  think  about  the  way 
government  has  addressed  the  health  care 
needs  of  alienated  communities? 

Jones:  I  am  concerned  about  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  focus  on  alienated  populations. 
Some  of  it  is  very  good.  I  mean  who  would 
have  ever  thought  that  an  agency  such  as  the 
National  Institute  of  Drug  Abuse  would  be 
advocate  sterilizing  works  with  bleach? 
What  makes  me  nervous  is  when  I  hear  that 
what  is  attached  to  these  programs  is 
registering  treatment  programs.  I  don’t  trust 
the  government  to  register  people.  At  some 
point  someone  is  going  to  say,  “OK,  we 
have  to  round  these  people  up  and  quaran¬ 
tine  them.”  We  need  to  be  careful  about  ex¬ 
pecting  the  government  to  be  the  leader  in 
developing  messages  and  programs.  I  would 
much  rather  see  community-based  pro¬ 
grams,  and  private  fundraising  efforts  — 
keeping  the  government  out  of  it.  Look  at 
all  the  money  the  presidential  candidates  are 
spending.  Where  did  they  get  that  money? 
Where  do  these  religious  fanatics  get  their 
money  from?  They  get  much  of  their  money 
from  grassroots  people.  They  yell  and 
scream  and  pass  the  plate  and  we  have  to  do 
the  same  thing.  If  we  get  dependent  on 
government  funds,  then  they  start  dictating 
what  you  can  and  can’t  use  the  money  for.  It 
doesn’t  bother  me  when  someone  criticizes  a 
pamphlet  for  having  cocks  on  it  or 
whatever,  what  bothers  me  is  when  they  also 
control  the  purse  strings. 

Bull:  Would  you  talk  about  how  the 
criminal  justice  system  and  incarcerated 
populations  are  ignored  by  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community? 

Jones:  Society  as  a  whole  is  conditioned  to 
believe  that  everyone  that  is  incarcerated 
deserves  to  be.  And  often  it  is  a  way  of  get¬ 
ting  people  we  do  not  want  to  deal  with  out 
of  sight  —  out  of  sight,  out  of  mind.  And 
once  they  are  there  we  don’t  deal  with  them. 
The  criminal  justice  system  has  been  almost 
a  total  failure  in  rehabilitating  people.  The 
gay  community  fails  to  make  the  linkage 
with  gays  and  non-gays  who  find  themselves 
incarcerated  for  crimes  that  should  not  be 
crimes.  Substance  abuse,  for  example,  is  a 
medical  problem,  not  a  criminal  one.  We  ac¬ 
cept  laws  against  prostitution  without 
challenge.  We  are  often  not  making  the  con¬ 
nections  or  addressing  the  roots  of  the  pro¬ 
blem. 

The  gay  and  lesbian  movement  has  often 
been  single-issue  rather  than  addressing 
multiple  movements  and  common  oppres¬ 
sion.  After  all,  sodomy  laws  make  gay  peo¬ 
ple  criminals  in  many  states.  If  at  some  point 
there  was  to  be  a  crackdown  and  they  began 
to  round  people  up,  as  the  Supreme  Court’s 
Hardwick  decision,  which  upheld  Georgia’s 
sodomy  law,  allows,  it  would  demonstrate 
how  fragile  we  all  are.  The  history  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community,  “the  movement” 
as  we  call  it  —  whether  it  be  the  Mattachine 
movement  or  Stonewall  —  has  focused  on 
trying  to  convince  everyone  that  we  are  just 
like  everyone  else,  dealing  with  professional 
groups  and  dealing  with  professional  socie¬ 
ty.  As  long  as  people  don’t  identify 
themselves  with  the  incarcerated  popula¬ 
tion,  then  they  tend  not  to  get  involved  in 
issues  that  directly  affect  incarcerated  peo¬ 
ple.  1  don’t  know  what  it  takes  to  get  our 
movement  to  realize  that  there  are  a  signifi¬ 
cant  number  of  gay  and  lesbian  people  that 
are  incarcerated  and  should  not  be.  Our 
community  does  not  in  any  way  help  those 
people  get  back  into  society  or  to  look  after 
them  while  detained. 

Bull:  How  do  prejudices  that  exist  in  society 
—  classism,  racism,  sexism  and 
homophobia  —  inhibit  efforts  to  educate 
people  about  AIDS? 

Jones:  The  “isms”  are  clear  blocks  to  effec¬ 
tive  education  and  services.  We  have  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  sensitize  people  to  different 
lifestyles;  we  have  to  remain  out  of  our 
closets  as  who  we  are.  We  can’t  stifle  diversi¬ 
ty.  If  anything  we  must  be  much  more  ada¬ 
mant.  For  example,  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  is  serving  as  a  role  model  for 
many  to  follow  by  showing  that  a  communi¬ 
ty  can  respond  to  a  crisis.  But  I  am  still  hear¬ 
ing  a  lot  of  resistance  to  the  gay  community, 
from  private  and  government  agencies  wan¬ 
ting  to  cut  the  gay  community  out  of  educa¬ 
tional  efforts.  Many  people  are  only  now 
getting  involved  in  providing  AIDS  services 
only  because  they  see  money,  forcing  com¬ 
munity-based  efforts  out.  We  have  been  put 
in  a  situation  where  we  are  competing  for 
the  same  funds,  instead  of  looking  for  new 


funding  sources.  Many  groups  should  have 
a  part  of  the  pie  to  complement  one  another, 
but  some  groups  want  the  entire  pie.  I  see 
consulting  firms  getting  involved  that  have 
not  even  bothered  to  sensitize  themselves 
about  AIDS,  they  are  out  only  to  make  a 
buck. 

Society  wants  to  push  minorities  out  of 
the  way.  And  what  is  happening  is  that 
minorities  of  all  types  —  sexual  and  racial  — 
that  find  themselves  vulnerable  to  the  virus 
are  finding  there  are  many  issues  connecting 
them  in  terms  of  their  oppression.  And  the 
only  solution  is  to  pull  together.  Racial 
minority  communities  especially  need  to  em¬ 
power  themselves  and  be  supported  by  ex¬ 
isting  organizations  to  take  some  leadership 
in  health  issues.  Minorities  must  address  the 
AIDS  crisis  within  the  minority  com¬ 
munities.  Unfortunately,  people  are  dump¬ 
ing  some  limited  funding  into  these  com¬ 
munities  and  then  saying  “Well,  that’s  it,  it  is 
their  problem  now.”  That  is  not  enough. 
Agencies  with  the  best  resources  must  be 
willing  to  also  provide  technical  assistance 
to  community-based  groups.  And  existing 
non-minority  organizations  also  must  take 
responsibility  to  address  minority  com¬ 
munities.  The  fact  that  there  are  minority 
agencies  doing  minority  work  does  not 
mean  that  mainstream  organizations  do  not 
have  to  help.  Many  minorities  cross  over. 
Some  Blacks  identify  with  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  for  example.  Again  it  gets  back  to  a 
multiple  approach  and  communities  and 
organizations  supporting  one  another, 
rather  than  competing  with  each  other.  □ 

Building  our 
own 

institutions 
to  fight 
AIDS 

A  growing 
network  of 
community- 
based  groups 
bring  education 
and  services  to 
Blacks  and 
other  people  of 
color  while 
pressuring  the 
establishment 
for  funding  and 
new  priorities 


BY  ELIZABETH 
PINCUS _ 

A  growing  network  of  organizations  is 
mobilizing  to  fight  AIDS  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  and  in  other  communities  of  color. 
The  formation  of  the  National  Minority 
AIDS  Council  (NMAC)  over  the  last  two 
years  helped  unite  the  efforts  of  educators 
around  the  country  concerned  with  the 
disproportionate  incidence  of  AIDS  among 
people  of  color.  According  to  recent  figures 
on  AIDS  cases  in  the  U.S.  reported  by  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC),  approx¬ 
imately: 

•40  percent  of  all  people  with  AIDS  are 
people  of  color 

•74  percent  of  all  women  with  AIDS  come 
from  communities  of  color 
•80  percent  of  all  children  with  AIDS  are 
either  Black  or  Latino 


Despite  these  figures  —  and  estimates  that 
percentages  of  people  of  color  exposed  to 
HIV  are  similarly  disproportionate  —  a 
glaring  lack  of  resources  has  been  directed 
towards  people  of  color  since  the  AIDS 
epidemic  was  identified  over  seven  years 
ago.  AIDS  organizations  were  slow  to  res¬ 
pond  to  the  needs  of  communities  of  color 
—  much  as  the  mainstream  medical 
establishment  was  slow  to  show  concern  for 
gay  men  and  IV  drug  users,  other  so-called 
“marginal”  people  highly  impacted  by  the 
AIDS  crisis.  There  are  as  yet  no  effective 
programs  for  Asians  and  Native  Americans, 
and  some  “minority  outreach”  programs 
within  white  AIDS  groups  inadvertently  im¬ 
ply  that  the  concerns  of  people  of  color  are  a 
lesser  priority. 

Increasingly,  this  situation  is  being 
remedied.  A  handful  of  projects  have  work¬ 
ed  to  promote  education  and  awareness  of 
AIDS  within  Black  and  Latino  com¬ 
munities,  such  as  the  Minority  Affairs  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  National  AIDS  Network  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  the  Minority  AIDS 
Project  in  Los  Angeles.  These  well- 
established  programs  have  been  joined  in 
the  last  few  years  by  other  organizations  run 
by  and  for  people  of  color,  including: 
Chicago  Kupona  Network,  Spectrum  AIDS 
Project  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Blacks 
Educating  Blacks  About  Sexual  Health 
Issues  (BEBASHI)  in  Philadelphia,  and  San 
Francisco’s  Black  Coalition  on  AIDS. 

Activists  from  these  and  other  groups 
have  been  instrumental  in  creating  and  sus¬ 
taining  the  NMAC,  an  organization  that 
came  together  following  the  first  national 
“AIDS  in  the  Black  Community”  con¬ 
ference  in  July  1986,  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(NCBLG).  The  idea  for  NMAC  had 
originated  about  six  months  earlier,  when  a 
group  of  AIDS  professionals  met  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Institute  of  Mental 
Health  (NIMH)  to  discuss  improving  coor¬ 
dination  among  those  working  to  combat 
AIDS  in  communities  of  color.  Since  then, 
NMAC  has  evolved,  coalition-style,  into  a 
non-profit  advocacy  and  educational  group 
concerned  with  both  local  organizing  and 
national  leadership.  The  group  established  a 
national  office  in  D.C.  last  July. 

A  recent  bulletin  distributed  by  the 
NMAC  states,  “A  leadership  focus  is 
desperately  needed  to  excise  the  myth  that 
‘AIDS  is  a  white  gay  male  disease,’  and  to 
release  the  untapped  human  and  material 
resources  of  minority  communities  that 
have  been  used  against  past  threats  and 
could  be  used  now  to  fight  the  continued  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  epidemic.” 

Don  Edwards,  executive  director  of 
NMAC,  explains,  “We  are  raising  con¬ 
sciousness  about  the  status  of  health  con¬ 
cerns  of  Blacks  and  other  minorities.  We 
need  organizations  run  by  people  of  color... 
If  a  person  is  Black  or  Latino,  they’re  going 
to  grant  a  lot  more  authority  to  a  program 
that  has  their  needs  as  a  number  one  priori¬ 
ty.  We  need  institution-building  among  peo¬ 
ple  of  color.  Institutions  form  the  fiber  for 
the  process  of  community  empowerment.” 

Amanda  Houston-Hamilton,  chair  of 
San  Francisco’s  Black  Coalition  on  AIDS, 
says  her  organization  brings  together  Black 
people  with  AIDS  and  others  working  to 
fight  the  disease.  Houston-Hamilton  states, 
“Organizations  need  to  be  more  integrated 
than  they  are.  There’s  also  a  need  for  groups 
limited  to  people  of  color  —  it’s  important 
to  get  away  from  focusing  on  other  people’s 
agendas.” 

Other  activists  stressed  the  importance  of 
working  within  general  AIDS  groups  to  en¬ 
sure  accountability.  Paula  Johnson,  co¬ 
chair  of  the  Multicultural  Concerns  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC),  says,  “We  try  to  play  a  major  role  in 
decision-making  and  in  shaping  the  focus  of 
AAC  so  it  always  bears  in  mind  the  diversity 
of  people  affected  by  the  disease.  We  want 
to  make  sure  that  people  of  color  receive  an 
equitable  share  of  AAC’s  resources  and 
finances.” 

Johnson  explains  that  the  Multicultural 
Concerns  Committee  has  struggled  to  show 
that  IV  drug  use  is  not  the  only  mode  of 
AIDS  transmission  among  people  of  color, 
and  to  raise  awareness  of  gay  issues. Similar¬ 
ly,  the  NMAC  reports  a  special  focus  on 
people  of  color  most  affected  by  AIDS: 
women,  gay  or  bisexual  men  and  IV  drug 
users. 

According  to  Edwards,  the  formation  of 
NMAC  has  forced  the  government  to  fund 
an  otherwise  underrepresented  constituen¬ 
cy.  “By  organizing  a  national  effort,”  he 
says,  “we’ve  helped  local  groups  gain 
visibility.  Our  position  as  a  leadership  and 
advocacy  group  has  ensured  that  people  of 
color  have  a  voice  in  Washington  pushing 
for  a  comprehensive  response  to  AIDS.” 
NMAC  describes  its  goal  as  follows: 

“It  is  a  vision  of  responsibility  —  of  peo¬ 


ple  of  color  responding  to  a  life-threatening 
crisis  from  a  historic  tradition  of  self- 
reliance  and  self-care. 

“It  is  a  vision  of  creativity  —  of  long  ex¬ 
perience  using  meager  human  and  material 
resources  creatively,  efficiently  and  effec¬ 
tively. 

“It  is  a  vision  of  determination  —  of 
organizing  to  make  positive  change  occur  in 
the  promotion  of  personal  and  community 
health  consistent  with  the  protection  of 
human  and  civil  rights. 

“It  is  a  vision  of  spirit  —  of  Black, 
Latino,  Asian  and  Native  American  people 
drawing  on  the  life  force  which  has  sustain¬ 
ed  them  through  other  trials  and  tribula¬ 
tions  to  overcome  adversity.” 

The  following  is  a  partial  listing  of  AIDS 
organizations  run  by  and  for  people  of  col¬ 
or.  For  further  referrals  contact  NMAC  at 
(202)  544-1076. 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council 
714  G  Street  S.E. 

Washington,  D.C.  20003 
(202)  544-1076 

Minority  Affairs  Division 
National  AIDS  Network 
1012  14th  Street  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20009 
(202)  347-0390 

Spectrum  —  See  the  Light 
Koba  Associates 
1156  15th  Street  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20005 
(202)  775-1770 

Minority  AIDS  Project 
c/o  Carl  Bean 
5882  W.  Pico  Blvd. 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90019 
(213)  936-4949 

Black  Coalition  on  AIDS 
P.O.  Box  11908 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
(415)  822-7228 

Third  World  AIDS  Advisory  Task  Force 
c/o  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation 
54  10th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
(415)  864-4376 

Minority  Task  Force  on  AIDS 
92  St.  Nicholas  Ave.,  Suite  1-B 
New  York,  NY  10026 
(212)  749-2816 

Multicultural  Concerns  Committee 
AIDS  Action  Committee 
661  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 16 
(617)  437-6200 

Kupona  Network 
P.O.  Box  11493 
Chicago,  IL  6061 1 
(312)  235-6123 

BEBASHI 
1319  Locust  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19107 
(215)  546-4140  □ 

Black 
PWAs  tell 
their  stories 

Free  video 

documentary 

available 


Reviewed  by 

DWIGHT  McGHEE 

“Being  Black  in  America  has  always  had 
its  special  challenges.  AIDS  is  the  latest  of 
these.”  So  states  Paul  Berry,  the  host 
AIDS  in  the  Black  Community  (ABC),  a 
comprehensive  two-hour  documentary.  The 
first  hour  features  several  Black  PWAs 
discussing  the  impact  of  AIDS  on  their  lives. 
In  the  second  hour  of  the  program,  original¬ 
ly  aired  on  cable’s  Black  Entertainment 


Television,  Berry  hosts  a  panel  discussion. 

You  have  probably  never  heard  as  much 
frank  talk  or  seen  as  many  images  about  be¬ 
ing  Black  and  gay  as  are  shown  in  ABC.  The 
program  is  an  important  first  step  toward 
breaking  down  some  of  the  language  bar¬ 
riers  that  have  made  education  about  AIDS 
a  real  challenge  among  those  of  us  who  are 
Black  and  part  of  other  “alienated  com¬ 
munities.”  As  the  show  states,  we  must  get 
over  these  hang-ups  about  what  being  a 
“man”  is  and  get  rid  of  our  own  stereotypes 
about  who  is  and  isn’t  gay,  so  we  can  talk 
about  this  problem  openly.  One  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  documentary  points  out,  “A 
lot  of  Black  men  are  deluding  themselves  in¬ 
to  thinking  they’re  not  homosexual  or  bisex¬ 
ual,  even  though  they  are  having  sex  with 
other  men.  They’re  not  ‘gay,’  but  sure, 
they’ve  ‘popped  some  sissies.’  ” 

AIDS  in  the  Black  Community  makes  it 
clear  that  not  only  do  Black  people  have  to 
deal  with  our  own  stereotypes,  but  with 
racism  in  the  larger  society.  Andre,  a  PWA 
in  the  documentary,  says,  “I  was  one  of  the 
first  Black  persons  with  AIDS  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  start  going  to  the  agencies,  and  I  had 
to  fight  tooth  and  nail  for  everything  I  got.” 
Of  course  services  vary  from  city  to  city,  but 
ABC  reveals  that  their  availability  also 
varies  according  to  one’s  race  and  class. 

Not  only  are  the  service  groups  unrespon¬ 
sive;  often  the  PWA’s  families  and  friends 
lack  understanding.  “I  can’t  express  the 
sadness,  the  loneliness,  the  fear  and  rejec¬ 
tion,’  ’  said  a  woman  ex-prisoner  speaking  of 
her  family.  “The  rejection  hurts  the  most.” 

The  most  visible  presence  of  Black 
women  in  the  program  is  in  a  very  intense 
youth  education  session.  The  point  that 
comes  home  here  is  that  even  when  we  know 
the  facts  about  AIDS  transmission,  when 
faced  with  a  “passionate”  scene  they  may 
well  be  forgotten.  The  females,  however, 
had  the  sense  to  be  more  concerned  about 
safer  sex  than  did  the  image-conscious 
young  males. 

ABC  also  discusses  the  difficulty  of  fin¬ 
ding  homes  for  babies  born  with  AIDS. 
Foster  care  for  Black  children  in  general  is 
scarce,  scarcer  yet  for  those  with  AIDS. 

All  of  the  above  is  discussed  in  the  first 
hour  by  Black  PWAs  —  all  male  except  one, 
and  their  friends  and  service  workers  — 
which  of  course  include  many  women.  The 
second  hour  of  the  documentary  is  a  panel 
discussion  among  several  people,  including 
a  PWA,  Black  AIDS  educator  Billy  Jones,  a 
representative  from  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Ser¬ 
vices  (“the  highest  placed  Black  woman  in 
the  administration”),  and  a  few  doctors. 
They  discuss  at  length  the  transmission  and 
prevention  of  AIDS,  but  have  little  to  say 
about  the  lack  of  treatment.  Their  discus¬ 
sion  brings  home  the  political  nature  of  em¬ 
phasizing  “at  risk  groups”  rather  than  “at 
risk  behaviors.”  Also  included  is  a  very  ex¬ 
plicit  and  entertaining  demonstration  of  the 
use  of  condoms  and  talk  of  how  the  TV  net¬ 
works  have  refused  to  allow  this  material  to 
be  shown. 

The  panel  raises  the  issue  of  who  should 
be  in  control  of  AIDS  education  monies  — 
the  feds  or  local  communities.  Billy  Jones 
speaks  strongly  in  favor  of  community  con¬ 
trol,  of  the  importance  of  “speaking  the 
language”  of  the  various  “alienated”  peo¬ 
ple  —  Blacks,  gays,  IV  drug  users,  teenagers 
and  prisoners,  for  example.  A  frank  discus¬ 
sion  ensues  about  how  common  it  is  for 
young  Black  men  to  spend  some  time  in 
prison,  and  about  the  need  to  do  AIDS 
education  while  they  are  imprisoned  and 
having  a  lot  more  sex  and  drugs  than  the 
authorities  ever  admit. 

The  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  apparently  has  the  rights  to  this 
comprehensive  program,  and  has  no  plans 
to  rebroadcast  it.  The  Administration’s 
foot-dragging  in  the  AIDS  education  effort 
is  all  too  apparent;  not  making  ABC  more 
available  is  just  another  example.  Perhaps 
some  “popular  demand”  would  help.  Write 
Madeline  Lawson,  200  Independence  Ave., 
SW,  Rm.  640D,  Washington,  D.C.  20201  or 
call  her  at  (202)  245-6221  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.  Free  copies  of  ABC  are  available  from 
the  above  address.  □ 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


DECLARING 

p'TheiR  mutual- 

ATTRACTION,  0 UR 

HEROINES  RETofw) 
TOGETHER  TOAtoS 
WWWT  UNt>CR 
THE  PRETENSE  OF 
WARAVNG  HARRIET; 
P£XT 


Harriet  has 
Just  R£.rvsei> 
MORE.  TEA. 


7 UR.  listen/,  Harriet,  i  hate -to  make  assumptions  A&our  whata 

GOING  ON  HERE  ,  BUT /N  THE  EVEUT  THAT  X?U  ARC?  I,  Y'KWOW..  AT 
-SVC  BemJT.  SAY,  MAY&L  GOTS£/vAL  WPOTWCTICAuy  SPEAKING 
ofcoukse  Ah..  I  THink  we  .shoolp  talk  Aeour  where  we  ve 
BEEN  AVI?  All,  CONSIDERING  AIDS  Ant?  EVERYTHING  V  KNOW 


Huh  'that  was  Rea  uy 
BRAVE  Of  you.  I  C*ipu  T 
KNOW  EXACTLY  HOW  "TO 
BRING  IT  UP, 


/okay  So,  rue  never  slept  won  a 
AtAN  NEVER  DONE  /V  DRUGS, 
never  had  a  Be oop  transfusion 
but  i  did  once  have  a  .,  oh  ., 
FLIN6  With  A  WOMAN  WHOSE 
HISTORY  I  WAS  UNSURE 


ON£-NI6HTStaNP?\ 

A  CHEAP,  TAWDRY 
ENCOUNTER7"  ■you? 
MO,  I /A  SHOCKED.' 


I  WAS  YOUNG  ANDFooUSH' 
IT  WAS  NX  First  TIME  IN  A 
WOMEN  S  BAR  I  THOUGHT  IT 

WAS  PZ&X  RED  8£HAV»R' 
she  seduced  me  and  i 

NC  VER,  SAW  HER  AGAIN  ' 


Listen...  even  knowing 
peoples  histories  doesn't 

GUARANTEE  ANyTHiNG. 

EVEN  supposing  you  KNOW 
u/ho  all  youp  lovers  other 
partners  have  men,  how 

Do  you  KNOW  WHO  THtyVE 
slept  with7,  or  nho 

THeir  lovers  have  slept 

WITH?'  ITS  PRACTICALLY  ^ 

IMPOSSIBLE.'  . 


ye  ah.  jeez,  >"know, 

I F  Xbu  THINK  ABOUT  it 
THERE'S  NOTHING  to  Do 
BUT  CRAWL  INTO  A 

Giant  Zip-  locs  EMGie 
And  Retire  to  a  convent' 


JEAN  A. 
McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 
40  Trapelo  Road 
Belmont,  MA  02178 
484-8383 


North  Shore  Gay  & 

Lesbian  Counseling 
Services  of  NSCMHC 

offering  affirmative  and 
supportive  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples,  families  and  group 
counseling. 

Health  insurance  accepted 
Sliding  scale 

Call  744-5322 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D.  A 


272  Huntington  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115  UsL 
near  Symphony  &  Mass  Ave  T 

Office  Hours  -by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Bl  JDDENBRGDKS 

BACK  BAY  BGDKSMITH 

Boston's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


AVlNG  DECIDED, 
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Precautions  were  not 

Necessity,  MO  AND 
HARRIET  PROCEEDED 
TO  INDULGE  W  A  WIPE 
RANGE  of  AMOROUS 
EXPLORATIONS. 

shortly  afterwards, 

WE  FIN P  MO 

pondering  h«  new 

Non- CELIMTT 

STATUS . 


l\lTH  ZfN-LlKf  PATlCNCE.OUR 
'HEROINE  PERSEVERES  INTO 
THE  NIGHT  AY  HER  MUM,  IF 
NOTHING  USE.  DOZES  OFF 


...  50  NOW  what?  is  this  just  A  ] 
CASUALTH/N6  for  her7  maykt 
.she  does  thu  autpetiaac.. 

MAXBE  SHE  S  INCAPABLE  OF 

Commitment:  or  worse  YET 

NtN -Monogamous  on  principle' 


Ttf 


...  OR  MAXBE  she  thinks  this  means 

WERE  MARRIED'  WHAT  IF  SHE  < 
STARTS  CRlTiClZ/HG  Ml  TAfcU 
and  ASKING  MT  WHAt  I'M  THINKING 
A60VT'  I  DON'T  TH/NR  I M  REAP/ 

For  this,. 

■  G-' 

wy*  lL  49 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurant • 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


SUSAN 

GREENWOOD, 

ACSW 

LICENSED  INDEPENDENT  CLINICAL 
SOCIAL  WORKER 

•  Consultation  •  Training  •  Clinical 
Supervision  •  Individual  and  5  up 
therapy  for  lesbians  •  Specializing 
in  drug/alcohol 
dependency/co-dependency 

SOUTH  SHORE. 
(617)  871-4987 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 
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TAMASI  &  ASSOCIATES 

BOOKKEEPING  &  TAX  SERVICE 
369  BROADWAY  SUITE  104 
EVERETT,  MA  02149 
617-389-2211 

MICHAEL  G.  TAMASI 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
_  controlled  collective  and  a  union 

fr\y  shop,  can  meet  your  complete 

J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 
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On  Friday,  February  26th, 
John  Waters  will  turn  the 
60s  on  its  ear  with  a 
comedy  that  shows  no  mercy. 


\rn  UIM:  ll\MH  mum i\  iv*K!HU>in STtMfl  1  N IHTHII  < RlIRtRT  SHtH  nwcim\  "HtlKMUtt '  siuim MAM  W\(l 
Rim  KUHN  Miv:  IlHUflt  IMRR1  RHkl  l  \U  iwJMM  M1U1J  mmviiiu  miinmiiU  HlttR  mflJ  UlOtt 
iMtuumunKUl  UftEnuinu  nMimMMlT MltlK  mStRt  KAHKK  n  run  tin  STlMi.t  1  IKHTHU.  RtlHlS 

ruaiu n  R M W  Ttl  tl  It  »rtm\ iuwuiub  J*IH\  HtfVRN 


(j'wi  uomo  iuectvi: 


«|l*IR*lktl|i«  tttl  iill«'*v 

ItN' 


WiCQWCKOiN 

(ultra-stereo]' 


I  \U  I  I\l  I  IM  MV 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT 


STARTS  FRIDAY, 
FEBRUARY  26th 


US.*.  Cinema  i 

NICKELODEON 

6 06  COMMONWEAL  TH  A  VE 

4241500 


Simon  calls  for  more  funding  and  education  for 
AIDS 


Candidates 

Continued  from  page  I 

didates  are  dealing  with  Afghanistan, 
racism,  or  AIDS,”  said  Petrelis.  The  protest 
was  an  attempt  to  inject  an  important  issue 
into  the  campaign,  he  said.  Gorman  said 
that  ACT  NOW  (AIDS  Coalition  To  Net¬ 
work,  Organize  and  Wed)  —  a  National 
coalition  of  AIDS  organizations  in  San 
Francisco  —  is  planning  a  series  of 
demonstrations  in  the  spring  in  an  attempt 
to  draw  further  attention  to  AIDS  during 
the  presidential  campaign. 

Although  few  ACT  UP  or  MASS  ACT 
OUT  members  gave  favorable  ratings  on 
AIDS  issues  to  any  of  the  Democratic  can¬ 
didates  except  Jesse  Jackson,  they  said  the 
Republican  candidates  have  been  even 
worse.  Every  Republican  candidate  sup¬ 
ports  mandatory  HIV  testing  for  some 
groups,  and  contact  tracing  of  sexual  part¬ 
ners  of  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs  ).  They 
also  favor  quarantine  for  PWAs  who  engage 
in  high  risk  behavior.  None  of  the  GOP  can¬ 
didates  support  increases  in  the  current  fun¬ 
ding  levels  for  AIDS  education,  treatment 
and  research.  All  support  the  Helms  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  federal  health  care  appropria¬ 
tions  bill,  which  bans  federal  funding  for 
AIDS  education  that  ‘‘promotes  homosex¬ 
uality.”  Most  of  the  candidates  have  skirted 
the  AIDS  issue  as  much  as  possible,  men¬ 
tioning  the  “A  word”  only  when  asked  a 
direct  question,  said  Petrelis. 

Vice-President  Bush  recently  said  in  a 
debate  that  the  ‘‘worst  thing  about  AIDS,” 
is  the  shame  families  feel  when  their  son  dies 
of  AIDS.  Pat  Robertson  has  repeatedly 
stated  that  AIDS  can  be  contracted  through 
casual  contact  and  that  AIDS  is  God’s 
punishment  for  immoral  behavior.  Former 
Delaware  Gov.  Pete  du  Pont  has  said 
nothing  about  AIDS  except  that 
‘‘monogamy  and  abstinence”  are  the  only 
ways  to  stop  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Jeff  Levi,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force, 
only  Senator  Robert  Dole  has  put  any 
thought  into  the  issue. 

Before  the  rally  at  the  debate  site,  Petrelis 
and  Reed  unveiled  an  AIDS  quilt  in  Man¬ 
chester’s  Veterans  Memorial  Park.  The  quilt 
commemorated  50  residents  of  Bailey 
House  who  have  died  of  AIDS  —  nearly  one 
every  week  —  since  the  house  was  founded 
in  1986.  Petrelis  and  Reed  said  the  quilt, 
which  was  visible  to  hundreds  ofsupporters 
of  Illinois  Sen.  Paul  Simon,  former  Arizona 
Gov.  Bruce  Babbitt,  and  Missouri  Rep. 
Richard  Gephart,  was  another  attempt  to 
draw  attention  to  the  personal  tragedy  of  the 
epidemic.  Every  presidential  candidate  was 
invited  to  speak  at  the  gathering,  but  only 
Simon,  followed  by  a  large  press  and  securi¬ 
ty  contingent,  showed  up  to  shake  hands 
\yth  several  PWA  s.  He  also  called  for  in¬ 
creased  funding  for  research,  education  and 
treatment,  directed  especially  toward  IV 
drug  users.  Simon,  who  voted  for  the  anti¬ 
gay  Helms  amendment,  said  in  front  of  an 
NBC  News  camera,  “Mike  (Petrelis)  and 
James  (Reed)  will  not  be  around  much 
longer  if  we  don’t  do  something.  We  need  a 
government  that  moves  to  help  those  less 
fortunate  in  society  and  does  not  bend  to  the 
rich  and  powerful.”  Simon  added  that  when 
several  PWA  s  testified  before  a  Senate 
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committee  he  chaired,  friends  from  Illinois 
warned  him  about  contracting  the  disease. 
“This  is  an  example  of  the  kind  of  ignorance 
and  bigotry  that  can  come  even  from  well- 
meaning  people,  that  AIDS  victims  face.” 

Jackson  sent-openly  gay  Boston  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras  to  speak  on  his 
behalf.  Scondras  said  he  was  not  there  to 
campaign  for  Jackson  and  then  proceeded 
to  give  him  a  ringing  endorsement.  “I  am 
not  here  to  push  for  Jackson.  We  [gay  men 
and  lesbians]  have  an  opportunity  to  help 
ourselves.  I  want  us  to  be  in  a  situation 
where  whoever  gets  nominated  has  our 
agenda.”  Scondras  said  that  even  if  Jackson 
does  not  win  enough  delegates  himself  to  get 
the  nomination,  he  will  have  enough 
delegates  to  influence  the  nomination. 

Reed  listed  the  names  of  Bailey  House 
residents,  many  of  whom  were  Black  and 
Latino,  who  died  of  AIDS.  He  said  “I  want 
to  know  what  each  candidate  is  doing  to  pre¬ 
vent  our  names  from  being  added  to  the 
list.” 

Many  people  wandered  around  the  snow 
covered  park  to  look  at  the  quilt.  An  NBC 
camera  man  straddled  a  quilt  panel  to  get  a 
closer  shot  at  Simon  until  he  was  asked  to 
move  by  an  ACT  UP  member.  A  huge 
Silence  =  Death  banner  served  as  a 
backdrop  to  the  quilt.  Petrelis  said  two 
months  ago  he  would  not  have  dreamed  a 
mainstream  candidate  would  show  up  and 
shake  hands  with  “AIDS  victims.” 

Reed  said  Bailey  House,  funded  by  the  ci¬ 
ty  and  state  of  New  York,  is  very  important 
for  homeless  PWA  s.  He  explained  many 
more  such  houses  are  needed  because  the 
homeless  are  the  fastest  growing  group  of 
PWA  s.  “But  it  is  a  very  hard  place  to  live. 
You  get  close  to  everyone.  When  people  die 
part  of  you  dies  with  them,”  said  Reed.  □ 

Stroh’s 

Continued  from  page  I 

could  endanger  the  beer’s  macho  image  in 
some  way.  Obviously,”  he  said,  “other  beer 
companies  which  advertize  weekly  in  all 
three  of  our  local  gay  and  lesbian  papers 
have  not  found  this  to  be  the  case.” 

Stroh  Corporation  is  still  contemplating 
future  support  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Press 
Association,  according  to  Johnston.  The 
brewery  produces  Stroh’s,  Stroh’s  Light 
and  Signature  beers.  □ 


Unexpected 

Continued  from  page7 

public”  on  AIDS.  I  know  he’s  been  on  the 
Mental  Health  subcommittee  at  AAC  but 
we  haven’t  met.  By  phone  we  agreed  he’d  do 
the  bulk  of  the  presentation  and  I’d  help 
answer  questions.  People  gather  in  a  semi¬ 
circle  and  we  start  off. 

“Well,  I  see  social  work  is  still  a  women ’s 
profession,”  he  says  with  a  smirk.  Several 
annoyed  classmates  look  at  me.  I  feel  like 
hissing  and  shift  uncomfortably.  Just  as  he 
says  something  to  the  effect  that  no  men  are 
here  and  that’s  no  surprise,  a  tall  obviously 
gay  man  walks  in.  Now  it’s  our  turn  to 
smile. 

“Are  all  the  buddies  at  AAC  gay?”  a 
friend  asks  me.  I  say  the  Committee  work 
was  part  of  the  coming  out  process  for  many 
of  us.  I  realize  that  like  younger  gay  men,  I 
too  have  come  out  in  the  age  of  AIDS. 

■ 

My  family  loves  me  but  they  don’t 
understand  why  I’m  queer.  After  initial 
upset  over  my  doing  cancer-related  hospice 
work,  they  surprise  me  by  raising  no  objec¬ 
tions  when  I  go  on  to  be  an  AIDS  buddy. 
But  on  a  visit  at  Christmas  time  I’m  painful¬ 
ly  reminded  of  our  differences. 

“What  do  you  call  Rambo  with  AIDS?” 
my  brother  asks,  promising  it’s  “a  great 
joke.”  I  tell  him  I  don’t  want  to  hear  it,  that 
I’ve  no  sense  of  humor  around  AIDS  given 
all  the  suffering  and  losses  I’ve  seen. 

“Rambutt!”  He  explodes  in  laughter  at 
the  punchline. 

I  look  at  my  22-year-old  brother  who’s 
been  cruised  in  the  Village  and  Dupont  Cir¬ 
cle,  knowing  why  he’s  insisted  on  this  con¬ 
frontation.  And  I  weigh  the  options. 

Snapping  “That’s  homophobic,”  I  leave  it 
at  that.  Turning  on  my  heel,  I  walk  away 
with  the  familiar  despair  slamming  into  my 

Chest.  ©  Marea  Murray  1988 
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Duncan 

Continued  from  page  3 

Duncan’s  later  period  of  domesticity  H.D.’s 
best  years  were  those  shared  with  the  lesbian 
novelist  Bryher.  Between  1966  and  the  pres¬ 
ent,  Duncan’s  commentary  on  H.D.  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  numerous  little  magazines;  when 
published  in  book  form  The  H.D.  Book  will 
seal  his  career  with  the  most  profound  com¬ 
mentary/tribute  ever  written  by  one  poet  to 
another. 

In  Ground  Work  (1984)  Duncan  describes 
his  life-long  dilemma  both  as  a  queen  and  as 
poet; 

Child  of  a  century  more  skeptic  than 
unbelieving,  adrift 
between  two  contrary  educations, 
that  of  the  Revolution,  which  disowns 
everything, 

and  that  of  the  Reaction, 
which  pretends  to  bring  back  the  ensemble 
of  Christian  beliefs, 

will  I  find  myself  trained  to  believe 
everything, 

as  our  fathers,  the  scientists  have  been 
trained  to  deny? 

Politically,  Robert  Duncan  was  an  anar¬ 
chist.  He  first  met  Jack  Spicer,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  poet  and  boylover,  in  an  anarchist 
study  group.  The  two  dearly  loved  Lorca, 
the  political  gay  poet  killed  by  the  Falangists 
in  1936,  and  through  Lorca  they  identified 
with  the  Spanish  anarchists.  “In  the  cons¬ 
cience  of  the  world,”  wrote  Duncan, 
“Spain  in  the  late  1930s  was  our  Viet  Nam.  ” 
The  subtitle  of  Ground  Work  is  Before 
the  War.  Duncan  believed  there  was  a  war 
being  waged  between  the  state  and  the  peo¬ 
ple,  between  the  dilettantes  and  the  true 
poets,  and  between  the  heterosexuals  and 
the  homosexuals.  He  described  this  battle  as 
“that  War  which  rages  throughout  the 
world  today,  as  enormous  in  its  crimes  and 
madness”  as  the  ancient  wars  of  religion.  In 
1973,  he  wrote  John  Weiners  about  the  gay 
liberation  fronts,  “With  the  way  words  have 
been  drawing  us  into  their  depths,  that  term 
‘liberation’  that  is  so  much  the  jargon  of  the 
day  (so  that  while  the  bosses  of  the 
U.S....move  in  on  Asia  burning  and  exter¬ 
minating  as  they  go  it  is  called  ‘liberating’) 
does  draw  us  deeper  into  searching  out  for 
our  selves  true  liberations.”  And  he 
predicted  that  the  word/world  “gay”  would 
“be  searcht  out  until  it  rings  painfully  true 
to  us.” 

Duncan’s  gay/lesbian/feminist  spirituali¬ 
ty  was  fostered  from  his  birth.  His  adoptive 
parents,  members  of  the  Hermetic  Brother¬ 
hood  (itself  an  offshoot  from  Madam 
Blavatsky’s  Theosophical  Society),  had 
received  a  prediction  that  the  child  they 
would  adopt  would  embody  the  decadence 
of  a  civilization  to  be  destroyed  during  his 
lifetime.  Duncan’s  natural  mother  died  giv¬ 
ing  birth  to  him  Jan.  7,  1919,  in  Oakland, 
California. 

Duncan’s  gay  spirituality  was  extended  at 
the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley 
where  as  a  student  he  absorbed  gay  wisdom 
from  Ernest  Kantrowicz.  Kantrowicz  was  a 
member  of  the  Stephen  George  circle  —  a 
gay  mystical  poetic  group  which  had  fled 
Nazi  Germany.  Kantrowicz  outlined  the 
theory  and  symbolism  of  emerging  national 
states  which  he  traced  to  their  origins  in  The 
King’s  Two  Bodies.  Thus  Duncan  moved  in¬ 
to  the  worlds  of  two  poets  who  were  formed 
during  the  emergence  of  the  nation-state: 
Dante  in  Italy,  and  Shakespeare  in  England. 
Duncan  contrasted  the  two  worlds  in  his 
Medieval  Scenes  and  Domestic  Scenes. 

Duncan’s  life  and  poetry  wove  awareness 
and  changes  —  large  and  small  —  into  a 
tapestry  of  revelation  which  continues  both 
in  ourselves  and  the  world.  All  of  his  works 
pinpoint  the  distances  between  the  Heavenly 
City  and  the  Earthly  City.  Duncan  has  now 
made  his  last  earthly  passage.  May  his 
heavenly  city  bring  him  the  peace  and  joy  he 
never  found  here.  He  lately  wrote,  “I  mean 
this  is  the  tenor  of  my  work,  to  test  the 
tolerance  of  Heaven  with  my  dis-ease.  The 
mind  returns  to  the  imprint  of  a  sleepless¬ 
ness.  I  do  not  seek  to  free  my  self  from  what 
1  have  known  but  so  deeply  to  acknowledge 
that  bitter  nursling  that  Sleep  when  it  comes 
will  have  to  bring  all  of  me  home  at  least  into 
its  arm.” 

A  memorial  reading  for  Robert  Duncan 
will  take  place  March  6  at  2:00  p.  m.  at  Word 
of  Mouth-Tapas  Restaurant,  2067  Mass. 
Ave.  in  Cambridge.  For  information,  cal I 
648-2226.  Oiled  from  Boston 


V  Do  you  wish  you 

R  could  talk  to  your 

K  parents  about 

W  being  gay/lesbian? 

Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay/lesbian 
child? 

•  workshops  for  gays,  le 
and  parents 

•  consultation  with  families, 
couples  and  individuals 

•  Day-long  workshop: 

Sat.  March  5th 

•  Monday  pm  series:  6  sessions, 
Feb.  22-March  28 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

(617)  876-2113 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


FENWAY 
rtS  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

*  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING 
THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

•  confidential  • 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 
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Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
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The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 

Boston 

(617)  266  0760 


LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  a  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  car,  please  say  so 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
_ 267-0300 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


COMMUNITY. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave..  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321  3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN,  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186/t  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  ).  GOLDBURGH 
ED.D 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

DR  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston.  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60kS  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 


DAYCARE 

BARB  S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  02114 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq„  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,.MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
S3  River  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork. 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  lor  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  (ree  anon.  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St 
PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma  02105 
I -800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  A2 9 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Pull  Service  Brokerage 
Tnsha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St 
Jamaica  PI..  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482  2900 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
*  .  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Attractive  muscled  jock,  hot  and  horny,  28,  5'9”,  168. 
Seeks  same  for  sweaty  wrestling  sessions.  Any  attire: 
boots,  jockstraps,  bikini’s  or  bare-assed.  Dig  oil  mat¬ 
ches  too.  A  fun  safe  way  to  get  off.  Call:  (603)  859-3463, 
after  6. _ _ _ (33) 

WOMEN  -  HAVE  THE 
TIME  OF  YOUR  LIVES! 

Plan  now  to  spend  5  days  over  Memorial  Day  Holiday 
(Thursday,  May  26- 30th)  at  Campfest,  the  comfortable 
women’s  music  festival  held  near  Oxford,  PA.  Five  days 
of  feminist  and  lesbian  music  and  entertainment. 
Washington  Sisters,  Heather  Bishop,  Suede,  Gayle 
Marie,  Sisters  of  the  One  Eye,  Dyketones,  Amythyst, 
Faith  Petrie,  Jennifer  Justice/Lavender  Hearts.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  luxurious  setting.  Swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  courts,  indoor  hot  showers  and  flush 
toilets.  Choice  of  dormitory-styled  cabins  or  tenting. 
Crafts  marketplace,  workshops,  singles  activities,  soft- 
ball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at  Campfest  with  5  days 
of  entertainment,  housing  and  meals  for  S35  a  day  or 
less.  Don’t  miss  out  on  the  fun!  Write  to  Campfest:  RR3 
Box  185-C,  Franklinville,  NJ  08322,  or  call  (609) 
694-2037.  A  woman  only  event. _ 

DREAMING! 

LF  seeks  gentle,  communicative,  dykey-looking  woman 
who  smiles,  enjoys  life  and  people,  likes  to  discuss 
movies,  books  and  politics,  who’d  like  to  meet  a  strong- 
minded,  independent,  feminine-looking  p/t  writer.  Cof- 
fee  and  conversation?  Write  GCN  Box  284. _ (31) 

SWEAT  A  UNDERWEAR 

GM,  23,  into  sweaty  bodies  and  smelly  underwear. 
Wants  to  meet  others  to  30  for  hot  safe  times.  Send 
photo/phone  to  GCN  Box  283. _ (32) 

WOMONGATHERING! 

LIVING  A  WOMONIST  FUTURE  TODAY! 

WOMONGATHERING  is  local  and  nationally 
recognized  women  spiritual  leaders  reflecting  the  diversi¬ 
ty  of  beliefs  known  as  Women’s  Spirituality.  This 
weekend  of  INTENSIVE,  EXPERIENTIAL, 
WORKSHOPS  is  held  at  a  scenic,  private  camp  near 
Oxford,  PA.  the  weekend  of  June  10-12th.  Superb 
recreational  facilities  include  an  Olympic  sized  pool  and 
lighted  tennis  courts.  The  crafts  area  showcases 
spiritually-oriented  woman-made  products  and  services 
including  crystals,  readers,  body  workers  and  herbalists. 
Indoor  hot  showers  and  flush  toilets,  dormitory  styled 
cabins  or  tenting  available.  $140  includes  all  workshops, 
activities,  housing  and  meals  for  the  weekend.  Write  for 
a  registration  brochure.  Campfest  Festivals, 
WOMONGATHERING,  RR3,  Box  185-W,  Franklin¬ 
ville,  NJ  09322,  or  call  (609)  694-2037.  A  woman  only 
event. _ 

GWM,  30,  5’7”,  145#,  moustache,  balding,  and  trying  to 
convince  myself  I’m  not  terminally  unique.  Top,  white 
collar  job  by  day.  Bottom,  black  leather  collar  fantasies 
by  night.  Looking  to  turn  fantasies  into  realities  with 
same  honest,  intelligent,  safe,  sane  top  gun.  I’m  HIV- 
neg,  and  sober!  I’m  not  straight-laced!  First  time  ad. 
Life  long  desire.  KIP,  295  Cambridge  Street,  Suite  122, 
Boston,  MA  021 14. _ (32) 

MASS.  SLAVE  TRADE!!! 

Not  really  —  But  if  you’re  hung,  in  good  shape  and  into 
light  B  +  D  this  30  yr,  Italian  8!4”  dick,  hot  ass  and  you 
can  play  at  being  top?  Cambridge.  GCN  Box  282.  (32) 

S.W.H.:  (You,  and  apparently  lots  of  members  of 
MASS  ACT  OUT,  know  who  are!)  Don’t  let  those 
cranks  tease  you  mercilessly.  After  all,  these  are  PER¬ 
SONALS  and  this  is  the  CLASSIFIED  section,  it  was 
meant  for  you  and  you  alone,  hunny.  I  didn’t  mean  to 
let  any  cats  out  of  bags,  I  was  being  sweet  and  you  can 
tell  that  to  P.M.,  N.W.,  G.G.,  F.G.,  et  al,  (and  they 
know  who  they  are!)  Your  horny  pal,  C.J.W.  (and  I 
know  who  1  am.) _ (31) 

BONNIE 

Come  hither.  Let  me  be  your  jungle  gym.  Bonnie  (31) 

POOH  BEAR 

Though  we  were  coasts  apart  on  Valentine’s  Day,  think¬ 
ing  of  you  gave  me  the  inspiration  I  needed  to  deal  with 
Sunny  California.  Now  we  can  thaw  New  England 
together.  Your  bunny  valentine. _ (30 

FEBRUARY  IS  LOVERS’  MONTH 

So  why  not  celebrate  it  with  a  Gay  Community  News 
personal  ad?  Send  a  message  to  your  lover,  your 
boyfriend,  your  girlfriend,  your  secret  lust  object,  your 
last  trick...  .  Or  find  that  special  woman  or  man  with  a 
scintilating,  titilating,  seductive  description  of  your 
wildest  (or  safest)  fantasy!  And  during  February  GCN 
Personals  are  cheaper  than  ever:  $4  for  the  first  25  words 
and  15'  for  each  additional  word.  Headlines  are  $1.50 
for  a  big  “Flamer!”  head,  or  75'  for  a  regular  bold 
head.  Why  not  give  your  social  life  a  lift? _ (31) 

FIND  EACH  OTHER  -  MAKE  MEMORIES  - 
Interesting  LF  40  bright,  attractive,  with  honesty, 
charm,  humor,  seeks  slim,  feminine  LF  30+  with  sen¬ 
sitivity,  integrity,  humor  for  friendship,  nice  times,  take 
a  risk,  tell  me  about  you.  Write,  include  phone  #.  GCN 
Box  280. _ (31) 

RADICAL  FAIRIE 

Long  haired  bearded  hippie  33  smoker  free  spirited  and 
politically  active.  Not  limited  to  message  hitchhiking 
photography  and  veg.  foods  new  to  area  seeks  friends. 
GCN  Box  278 _ (31) 

SOMEONE  YOU  CAN  TAKE  SERIOUSLY! 

Become  part  of  New  England’s  ONLY  Gay/Lesbian 
owned  &  staffed  network  for  SINCERE  people  looking 
for  HONEST  Friendhips  or  a  DEEPLY  SATISFYING 
Relationship  in  the  future.  We  invite  sincere  inquiries  : 
N.E.  Area  (617)  353-0256 _ (31) 

MEDICAL  ORPHAN 

I  am  a  lesbian  coping  with  a  chronic  neurological  illness 
that  cannot  be  diagnosed  or  treated.  If  you  know  the 
anguish  of  a  sickness  with  no  name  I  would  like  to  ex¬ 
change  information  and  support.  Anyone  with  a  similar 
experience  please  reach  out.  GCN  Box  275. _ (32) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcails  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) _ (47) 

TOTAL  RAUNCH  HOG 

1  wanna  hear  from  you  if  you  can  dish  out  total  raunch, 
totally  safe.  How  much  of  a  pig  can  you  make  me  be? 
This  GM  is  waiting  for  your  filthy  photos  and  hot  letters 
and  smutty  proposals.  Especially  looking  for  burly 
truckers  who  haul  their  big  loads  through  Boston.  Reply 

GCN  Box  281, _ (31) 


PERSONAL S 


ESTHER! 

I’m  putting  together  another  “Book  of  Esther”  (the 
first  one’s  in  the  Old  Testament)  as  part  of  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Purim  (March  1-2).  You  know,  kind  of  a  ritual 
art  thing.  Please,  please,  please  send  me  stories,  photos, 
pictures,  whatever  about  women  and  girls  named  Esther 
for  this  remaking  of  the  Megillah.  Thanks.  Liz  Galst,  2 
Wyatt  Circle,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 

(617)625-4277.  (30) 

TODD  H. 

You've  saved  me  hours  of  time  (as  well  as  my  sanity) 
with  your  calendar/computer  expertise.  Muchas  gracias. 
Your  pal,  Chris  W. _ (31) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING 

Outrageous  leftist  lesbians  for  our  invincible  radical  and 
creative  affinity  group  to  do  CD,  etc.  around  AIDS,  lesbian 
and  gay  liberation,  feminism,  racism,  and  economic  justice. 
Call  Kelley  at  524-6029  or  Susan  at  436-2752. _ (32) 

BODY  ELECTRIC  WKND 

Joseph  Kramer  is  coming  to  Boston  March  18-20.  Seminars  in 
Healing  with  Erotic  Energy,  Rebirthing,  Taoist  Erotic 
Massage.  Introduction  Friday  3/18,  7:30,  551  Tremont 
Street.  $5.  Information  522-9164, _ (35) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841 , _ (36) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (Q 

SERVICES 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  fhe  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  "Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
I75S  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(6 17)  739  783 2 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
-f-  for  the  Community 

JrU  Phone 

iftfc  (si?) 

(Y  266-2069 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  02215 


HELP  WANTED 

PIT  ASST.  BOOKKEEPER 

Some  experience  nec.,  two  days/wk,  casual  office, 
varied  tasks.  Manual  and  computer  functions.  661-6975 
—  Lynn.  _ (31) 

Woman  owned  food  vending  business  wants  full/part 
time  help,  days/nights.  Will  train.  Good  starting  pay. 
825-1965.  6-9pm. _ (31) 

COMMUNITY  ORGANIZER 

To  organize  welfare  recipients  in  local  communities  to 
fight  for  change  in  the  welfare  system,  develop  leader¬ 
ship,  encourage  local  members  to  participate  in 
statewide  campaigns,  and  facilitate  members’  work  with 
the  media.  Qualifications: 

•  commitment  to  social  change 

•  understanding  of  women’s  issues  and  systems  of  op¬ 
pression 

•  experience  working  with  low-income  people 

•  prior  organizing  experience  helpful 

•  Spanish-speaking  a  plus 

Salary:  $14,500  (to  start)  $15,000  (after  6  months).  Send 
resume  to:Coalition  for  Basic  Human  Needs,  54  Essex 
Street.  Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (31) 

2  PART-TIME  PCA  JOBS 

Wanted:  (a)  PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT  for 
weekends  (about  10  hours,  every  other  weekend),  (b) 
BACK-UP  P.C.A.s  —  to  be  called  when  needed.  Lifting 
not  necessary,  but  prefer  those  with  strength  and 
balance.  Please  call  only  if  you  will  be  inBoston  for  a 
year.  JAMAICA  PLAIN  area  preferred.  232-5956.  Let 
phone  ring, _ (33) 


HELP  WANTED 


PROVINCETOWN 

Live-in  housekeeper/maintenance  position  for  women's 
guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Long  Season.  Immediate 
opening.  Call  Gabriel  at  487-3232. _ (32) 


=  FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

BOOKKEEPER 

Part-time  bookkeeper,  20  hours/ 
week  to  assist  business  manager  in 
bookkeeping  and  recording  for 
multi-contract,  multi-department 
health  center.  Must  be  very 
organized  and  detail  oriented.  Ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Call  Dena, 
267-0900. 

THERAPIST 

Half-time  licensed  therapist  to 
provide  individual  and  group 
psychotherapy  to  well  funcitoning 
clients  within  the  Mental  Health 
Department  of  a  dynamic  commu 
nity  health  center.  Participate  on 
small,  multi-disciplinary  team. 
Knowledge  and/or  experience  with 
gay  and  lesbian  community  re¬ 
quired.  Experience  with  trauma 
resolution,  substance  abuse,  HIV 
infection  preferred.  Some  evening 
hours  required.  Peop'e  of  color 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resume 
to: 

Lee  W.  Ellenberg,  LICSW 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HAVILAND  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


HELP  WANTED 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

Coordinate  and  supervise  crisis  intervention  services  to 
battered  women  and  their  children.  Feminist  with 
demonstrated  experience  in  program  management, 
supervision  of  staff/volunteers,  public  speaking,  and 
counseling.  S23K.  Resume  to  HAWC,  9  Crombie  Street, 
Salem,  MA  01970  by  March  15,  1988.  AA/EQE  (32) 
Live-in,  strong,  kind,  clean,  capable,  honest,  depen¬ 
dable,  good-humored  person  to  help  with  all  personal 
care  of  disabled  but  mentally  and  verbally  alert  lady. 
Household  cleaning,  cooking  and  shopping.  Flexible 
time  off.  Love  of  animals,  drivers’  license.  References  a 
must.  Salary  negotiable.  24A4958.  Transfers/lifting  re¬ 
quired  daily.  2  different  people  needed:  I  for  Monday 
through  Friday.  Another  for  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
Own  room  in  attractive  Newton  home. _ (31) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women's  issues,  health  care, 
peacc/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _  (Ex) 


GCN  Job  Opening 

Art  Director  (available  April  4  or  earlier): 
Maintain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and 
oversee  the  layout  and  proofreading  functions 
on  production  night.  Design  centerspreads 
and  cover  graphics  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar¬ 
tists),  weekly  display  advertising,  as  well  as 
promotional  materials,  pamphlets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Stong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred,  but  training  is  available. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply  for  this  position,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  ASAP  to  GCN  Job 
Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  021 16 


Put  Cinderella  to  work! 

Your  wish  is  our  command. 

4  years  experience  References  available 
Bonded  and  insured 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  &.  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


r - - - i 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S<  per  word  (3S<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  254 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


My  category  is: 

ij  PERSONALS  CJ  ANNOUNCEMENTS  HELP  WANTED 
r  ]  ROOMMATE  WANTED  l  1  HOUSING  WANTED 

D  APARTMENTS  [ )  SUMMER  RENTALS  (  )  RESORTS 
[J  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  N  ORGANIZATIONS 
[  j  SERVICES  □  RIDES  D  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $  _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  1  O'Vo  $ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  l5®/o  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $ _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 

Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


POSITION  WANTED  HOUSING  WANTED  PUBLICATIONS 


AVAILABLE  NOW! 

GCN’s  PROMO  HOMO  has  left  the  fold  and  seeks 
gainful  employment.  Two  main  skill  areas  include 
special  events  production  and  direct  mail  (print)  produc¬ 
tion.  Full  or  part-time,  temporary  or  permanent,  all  of¬ 
fers  welcome!  No  heavy,  physical  work  please.. .the 
spirit’s  willing  but  the  flesh  ain’t  interested.  Call 
321-4254  evenings,  ask  for  Catherine. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

GM,  25,  SEEKS  ROOMMATE 

Worcester  —  Elm  Park  —  two  unfurnished  rooms  for 
rent  in  elegant,  spacious  flat.  Perfect  for  person  who  re¬ 
quires  bedroom  and  study  or  bedroom  and  separate  sit¬ 
ting  room.  Working  fireplace,  washer  and  dryer  in  flat. 
No  pets,  drugs  or  smokers,  please.  Responsible  gay  male 
preferred.  First,  last,  security,  references.  $375  plus 
phone.  797-9761. _ (32) 

APT.  IN  JP 

2LFs  and  dog  seek  woman  to  share  beautiful  apt.  near  T 
and  Arnoretum.  Laid  back  household.  Come  and  see. 
$300+ .  Available  3/1.  524-4702. _ (3Q 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  HOUSE 

1  LF  roommate  sought  for  beautiful  Victorian  house  on 

a  quiet  street  in  J.P.  We’re  1  LF  and  5  GM’s,  indepen¬ 
dent,  friendly,  considerate,  ages  23-35.  We’re  looking 
for  a  neat,  responsible,  non-smoking  lesbian  roommate 
a.s.a.p.  or  for  March  1 .  Room  available  is  private,  sun¬ 
ny,  has  private  bath,  closet  space.  House  has  12  rooms, 
4  baths,  decks,  fireplaces,  parking,  and  much  more. 
$335+  reasonable  utilties.  Security  deposit.  Call 
522-6350  or  524-9927. _ (32) 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  WAITING  FOR!!? 

2  prof  F’s  with  dog  &  house  seek  housemate  to  share 

k/b,  livrm,  dinrm,  basement,  washer/dryer,  fireplace, 
yard,  offstreet  parking.  2nd  floor  yours.  Near  T  in  quiet 
neighborhood.  Furn/unfurn,  pets  considered,  shortterm 
poss.  Great  space,  fantastic  roomates  (of  course!)  $375 
(negot.)  Call  924-0374;  leave  message. _ (31) 

LF  or  BiF,  28  + ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment 
near  J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books, 
w/d/d.  and  back  porch.  It’s  a  real  home!  No 
smoke/drugs/little  ale.  350  + .  277-5835. _ (31) 

NOT  TOO  CLOSE  A  NOT  TOO  FAR 
Roommates  needed:  5  B.R.  waterfront  house  Quincy 
near  MBTA.  Share  big  yard  w/patio,  private  parking, 
boating,  sunny  deck-pier,  sunporch,  w/fireplace,  large 
kitchen,  w/d,  quiet  “dead  end”  street.  App.  $450.  mo. 
call  479-9361. _ (3Q 

LF  36  seeks  same  to  share  apt.  10  min.  from  J.P.  Clean 
quiet  neighborhood.  Close  to  T.  300+  Available  3/1. 
Call  Sharron  296-1 184, _ (31) 

BEAUTIFUL  APT.  i'/i  ROOMS 
LF  in  Jamiaca  Plain  looking  for  roommate  35  +or-. 
Non.-veg,  non-smoker,  no  pets.  Near  T,  parks  and 
shopping.  Off-street  parking  avail.  $400  + utils. 
524-2261. _ (31) 

TRY  US,  YOU’LL  LIKE  US 

Beautiful  JP  apartment.  2LFs  seek  third.  Drug,  smoke, 
alcohol  free.  Yard,  w/d  wood  floors.  Call  for  details: 
Lisa  (discreet)  at  work  495-1574  or  home  522-2921. 
—  267+ _ (31) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250  +  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267, _ (31) 

3  LF’s/bi  seek  1  LF  to  share  spacious  semi-coop  home. 

Have  1  cat,  no  smoke,  minimal  drugs  or  alcohol.  Porter 
Square,  $250+ ,  491-4005, _ (31) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1,  2F  2M  sks  quiet  housemate  29+  for  6  bdrm 
hse,  lg  yd,  w/d,  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  1  or  2  rms 
at  232.50/ mo  ea.  +  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  11-4  wknds 
923-1367. _ (31) 

1GWF  28  and  cat  seek  mature,  responsible  GWF  with 
sense  of  humour  to  share  two  bdrm  apt  in  Everett.  Safe 
neighborhood,  close  to  Boston  and  MBTA.  Avail,  imm- 
ed.  Please  no  drugs  or  ETOH.  Call  Beth  389-1087  or 
GCN  Box  279. _ (33) 

RHODE  ISLAND  HOME 

2LF,  1M  seek  non-smoking  housemate  to  complete  con¬ 
genial  semi-cooperative  household.  Very  sunny,  large  10 
room,  2  floor  Prov  apt  w/hardwd  floors,  yard,  w/d, 
dishwasher.  $190  +  (401)  421-1685  or  (401)  521- 
5181. _ (3H 

Winchester:  Active  12-step  lesbian  and  cat  want  to  share 
large  pleasant  2BR  duplex.  Close  to  train,  93,  and  128. 
No  smoke/drugs.  400+  negotiable.  Kirsten  348-9736 
days  72 1-0485  eves. _ (31) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF  29  in  search  of  someone  to  look  for  houising  in  West 
Suburbia  with,  or  a  place  in  a  small  existing  household.  Pis. 
call  Patti  at  653-3065,  Iv.  message. _ (32) 

LF  SEEKS  APT  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
For  March  1st  or  ASAP.  Will  share  2-3  bedroom.  Also  willing 
to  look  with  other  female.  Call  Suzan  at  423-2273  9-5.  (32) 

SHARE  YOUR  HOME 

LF,  60,  academic  seeks  no  smoke,  no  pets  home.  Near 
Brighton,  Watertown,  Cambridge.  Leave  messages  787-3562 
weekends  or  (401)  331-8735  during  week. _ (31) 

APARTMENTS 

Lowell  2  Bdrm  spacious  Condo  for  rent.  Wsh/dry,  dishwsh, 
a/c,  prkirtg,  newly  built.  Near  Rts  495/3.  Seek  responsible  te- 
nant.  Rent  negotiable.  937-5751. _ (31) 

BROOKLINE  COOUDGE  CORNER 
2  Bedroom  2  bath  apt.  Hardwood  floors  DW/Disp.  Top  2 
floors  of  LF  owned  house.  4/1  $995  includes  heat/hot  water. 
Parking  available. _ (32) 

FENWAY 

Adj.  to  Gardner  Mus.  1BR,  Sunny  lvgrm,  near  T,  MFA, 
univs,  hospitals.  Cats  ok.  $720/mo.  incl  ht,  all  utils.  Avail 
around  March  15.  Call  739-1279. _ (31) 

GOVT  CENTER  ROOMS 

Single  furnished  rooms  shared  bath,  one  person  per  room, 
must  have  landlord  and  work  references,  no  alcohol  allowed, 
close  to  Park  St.  "T”,  three  weeks  security  and  first  week’s 
rent  in  advance.  $90-$95  weekly.  Call  367-8937. 

10am-4pm. _ (32) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Extra  large  2  bedroom  aprtmnt  in  3  family  house.  Eat-in  kit¬ 
chen,  hardwood  floors,  porch,  and  use  of  spacious  backyard. 
Located  in  prime  Agassiz  School  area,  1  minute  to  “T,”  5 
minutes  to  hospital.  $775  per  month,  includes  heat!! 
References  required.  Call  Mr.  Weinerman,  weekdays  at 
338-6969.  Available  now, _ _ (31) 

MEETINGHOUSE  HILL 

Large  1BR  with  liv,  din,  new  kitchen  and  bath.  $525/mo.  inc 


all  utilities.  265-5653. 


(31) 


VACATIONS 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Vermont’s  perfect  Gay  Hide-Away.  Quiet,  secluded, 
peaceful.  Ski  from  our  door  or  downhill  at  nearby 
Stowe.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  Today!  (802)  533-7772. 
_ (31) 

LADIES  GETAWAY  WEEK 

Plan  your  summer  vacation  NOW!!  Join  Womyn’s 
Connections  “Odyssey  Through  The  Lower  Carribean” 
cruise  from  San  Juan  Aug.  22-29,  1988!!  Beginning  at 
$949.00  including  airfare.  For  brochure: 
1-800-458-5826. _ (33) 

TROPICAL  ALTERNATIVE 

Puerto  Rico’s  gay  community  is  spending  this  winter  at 
Condado  Beach.  Studios  and  one  bedrooms  on  the 
beach.  A/C,  cable,  open  terrace.  Just  minutes  from 
clubs,  casinos,  and  restaurants.  Weekly,  monthly  rates, 
call  John  899-0388. _ (36) 

THE  GREENHOUSE 

Cozy,  comfortable  guest  house  for  women.  Parking, 
centrally  located,  reasonable.  MC  and  Visa.  18  Pearl  St. 
Box  22,  Provincetown,  Mass  02657.  Phone  (617) 
487-2210.  (30.34.38) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

-Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn-  (36) 
CHECK  ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK  ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St„  P’town,  MA  026_57_  (30) 


APflRTmmTS 
(V  (5UK8T  KCDim 
(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


PUBLICATIONS 

BISEXUALITY 

A  national  newsletter.  For  info  send  SASE  to:  P.O.  Box 
1174,  Visalia,  CA  93291. _ (34) 

HERBAL  TREATMENT  FOR  AIDS/ARC 
Research  compiled  by  medical  doctor.  Includes  Chinese 
calligraphy  and  instructions  for  ordering  and  using 
herbs.  Send  $3  to  Philip  F.  Lansky,  MD.  105  Chestnut 
Philadelphia  19107, _ (33) 

BLACKIOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
PC  20013. _  (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_  (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:lndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE  Wnte 
Gturdan,  Dept  GCN.  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.  1001 1 . _ [ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/internationa!  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  II  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs'  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW.  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  edn- 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA 02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BUCK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info.  (15.32) 


Prisoners 


Seeking 

Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander.Berkman.  Prison  Menuue «  of  an  Anarchist  _ 


VIOLENCE  AGAINST  GAY/LESBIAN  PRISONERS? 

The  National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force  is  doing  a 
big  report  to  the  Congress  and  others  about  violence 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians.  This  report  may  help  to 
change  people’s  minds  about  paying  no  attention  to 

Krisons  and  other  places  of  violence  against  us.  If  you 
ave  seen  instances  of  violence  DUE  TO  ANTI¬ 
GAY/LESBIAN  or  to  AIDS  prejudice,  please  send 
them  to  Kevin  Berrill,  NGLTF,  1517  U  St  NW, 
Washington  DC  20009,  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE) 
(He’s  writing  the  report  now.) 

He  needs  to  know  these  kinds  of  things:  verbal 
harassment  or  physical  assaults?  with  weapons  or  not? 
police  helpful  or  not?  related  to  gay/lesbian  or  to 
AIDS  or  both?, 


Lonely  male  desperately  seeking  someone  to 
correspond  with  who  wishes  to  write  someone 
sincere  and  hopefully  start  a  beautiful  lasting 
friendship.  I  enjoy  writing  about  explicit  sex 
fantasies.  1  have  a  very  smooth  and  hot  body. 
Roy  HAYES,  116090,  Rt  1  Box  548,  Lexington 
OK  73051. _ _ 

I’m  into  poetry,  chess  and  fishing.  Fishing? 

Yes,  we  have  27  ponds  on  this  state  ‘farm’!  I’m 
looking  for  someone  who  would  like  to  ‘talk’  to 
a  friendly  person  (me)  by  mail.  Abraham 
TIMBERLAKE,  151839,  M  Bldg  C-15,  State 

Farm  VA  23160. _ 

1  really  enjoyed  your  sample  newspaper  and 
wish  to  receive  more!  If  you  can  send  some  gay 
books  1  would  appreciate  that.  Also  if  there  is  a 
gay  penpal.  I’m  not  interested  in  material 
things.  1  like  to  draw  and  will  send  you  some  if 
you  like  (YES,  Please!)  Calvin  Lee  SELF, 
C-351233  (PC-5),  500  Orange  Ave  Circle,  Belle 
Glade  FL  33430. _ 

Looking  to  correspond  with  TVs,  she-males  and 

any  gay  males  that  enjoy  dressing  up  like 
women.  But  I’ll  answer  all  letters!  I’m  gay  but 
new  to  the  lifestyle.  I’m  willing  to  learn.  Please 
hurry.  Phillip  PAGE,  EG-179564  (C-i,  9/1), 
Star  Route,  Reidsville  GA  30499, _ 

My  reason  for  writing  is  because  I  like  for  you 

to  send  me  some  of  your  newspapers  on 
homosexuality  and  on  pinpals.  1  hope  you  can 
find  me  some  outside  man  to  write.  I  don’t  want 
to  write  no  one  in  prison.  Thank  you  very 
much.  Respectfully,  Ronnie  CURTIS,  297634, 
Rt  1  Box  150,  Tennessee  Colony  TX  75861 


I‘m  34,  light  complexion,  enjoy  al  sports  and 

have  a  open,  sincere  and  honest  mind.  I  also 
have  a  keen  interest  in  further  education.  I 
would  like  to  correspond  with  a  friend.  John 
Wesley  WILLIAMS-BEY,  44630  (5A-226),  Box 
900  lefferson  Citv  MO  65102. 


I  am  a  very  loveable  person  that  would  like  to 
write  other  gay  people.  I’m  a  bi-transsexual.  I 
go  both  ways  or  you  can  just  call  me  a  freak.  1 
would  like  to  hear  from  you  freaky  people  out 
there.  By  the  way,  my  friends  call  me  Tina,  but 
please  put  my  real  name  on  the  envelope.  Jerry 
GILL,  152492  (4D-07),  1012  W.  Columbia, 
Farmington  MO  63640. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL  ALUM? 

Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected. _ (38) 


CH1LTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB  • 
An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Michael  Oar  10th  Year  Anniversary 
787-0428  282-6437 


MOYERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ 522-0826 _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers; 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 

MPDU  Number  23733 _ (j) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

■  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

►  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

>  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


I  would  like  to  place  another  ad.  People  that 
wrote  me  before  didn’t  stick  to  it,  and  that 
hurts.  It  makes  a  person  feel  all  alone.  So,  I’m 
trying  again.  ‘Bi-female  wants  someone  to 
write.  I  enjoy  all  types  of  music,  reading  and  my 
education.  Also  if  someone  writes,  please  don’t 
play  head  games.  Eileen  DONOHUE,  971 
Co.Hwy.  K,  Taycheedah  W1  5493 5 . 


Fun  loving  female,  enjoys  aerobics,  writing, 
outdoors.  28  yrs  old.  Please  write.  Mara 
WELLMAN,  N4999,  Box  1800  Dorm  410-01 B, 
Norco  CA  91760 


I’m  into  heavy  metal  music  and  would  love  to 
hear  from  all  you  lovely  dykes  out  there  in 
Dykeland.  I’ll  respond  for  sure.  Paula  Mc- 
CAULEY,  223  Wisconsin  Ave,  Wisconsin  Dells 
WI  53965. 


26  yr  old  TS  looking  for  new  friends  to  write 

men  and  women,  in  prison  and  out.  I  enjoy 
music,  movies  and  meeting  people.  Am  looking 
for  a  job  possibility  anywhere.  All  Blacks  are 
encouraged  to  write.  I  go  by  ‘Candi’l  James 
FITZGERALD,  98743,  Box  6,  LaGrange  KY 
40031. 


Howdy!  looking  for  penpal  to  share  warm  let¬ 
ters  of  friendship  with.  I’m  into  Romance, 
music,  caring  and  pleasantries.  Write  for  a 
lasting  friendship  to  James  MAGNER, 
38670-019  Beta  B,  902  Renfroe  Rd,  Talladega 
AL  35160. 


Gay  male  prisoners  looking  for 
GEORGETOWN  LAW  JOURNAL  (legal 
manual).  I  like  to  read  classics,  horror,  westerns 
and  love.  I‘m  interested  in  all  penpals.  Am  into 
running  (during  summer).  Tobacco  farmer  by 
trade.  Steven  JOHNSON,  155865,  Box  2000  Rt 
3,  Hagerstown  MD  21740 


I  am  a  bisexual  male  looking  for  bisexual  males 

and  females  to  communicate  with.  Please  write 
to  Earl  LANDRY,  Box  190,  Avenel  NJ  07001. 


Gay  man  coming  home  to  Boston  in  the  Fall  of 

’88  and  would  like  to  hear  from  feminine  gay 
males  for  possible  relationship.  Please  write 
Michael  EINES,  073616  (543),  PO  Box  99 
Clermont  FL  32711.  


I’m  looking  for  someone  that  enjoys  nature, 

reading,  camping  and  sharing  sj)ecial  times 
together.  Send  photo  if  you  have  an  extra.  Col¬ 
or  or  race  don’t  matter.  Allen  MANUEL, 
407109  (3B),  500  Orange  Ave  Circle,  Belle 
Glade  FL  33430. _ 

►00000000C000© 

I’m  23,  Brazilian,  love  writing  and  com¬ 
municating  and  need  someone  to  write  to.  If 
you  have  time  to  get  to  know  a  real  hot  sexy 
stud,  please  write,  Louis  CUASCUT,  86A  2943, 
Box  A-6,  Fallsburg,  NY  12733. 


I’m  from  Cincinnati,  into  graphic  arts  such  as 

silk-screening,  like  to  exercise,  and  lonely.  Need 
a  friend  to  share  smiles  and  frowns  with.  I’m 
very  sensitive  and  understanding  and  need 
someone  to  correspond  with  who  feels  the 
same.  W.E.  BENIGHT,  96578,  Box  6, 
LaGrange  KY  40031 


Gay  man  seeks  friendship.  Interests  include 

some  sports,  art,  antiques,  country  music, 
reading  and  much  more.  Will  answer  all  letters. 
Write  to  James  L.  PRICE,  10757-49,  Rt  1  Box 
36,  Jackson  NC  27845. 


I’m  a  tall,  thin,  educated  prisoner  who  has  a 

desire  to  meet  new  fun  loving  people.  Hugh 
DALTON,  34688-079  (B-7),  Box  1000, 
Seagoville  T?f75159 
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25  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN's  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste  up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Boston  □  Triangle  Theater  Company  presents  The 
Children’s  Hour,  by  Lillian  Heilman.  Thursdays 
through  Saturdays,  through  March  19.  Paramount  Pen¬ 
thouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  St.  8pm.  $12.50.  Info: 
426-3550. 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  every  Thursday.  Rm.  801,  Boston 
City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  267-2113. 


26  Friday 


Boston  □  GCN  mailing  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Running  Arts  and  Femme  Core  present 
"A  Waitress  Piece”  by  Julie  Mines.  Also  performing 
tonight  are  Cristina  Favretta,  and  The  Girlillas.  Movie  co¬ 
feature:  "Crimes  of  the  Heart."  Brattle  Theatre,  40 
Brattle  St.  Movie  at  5:45  and  7:45;  performances  begin  at 
10pm.  $7  for  performances  only;  $10  with  7:45  film.  In¬ 
fo:  876-6708. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbians  3$  4-  meet.  DOB,  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 


BLACK  HISTORY  MONTH  CALENDAR 

20  Saturday  24  Wednesday 


Cambridge  □  ’’Stormy  Weather”  (1943),  dir.  An¬ 
drew  Stone,  with  Lena  Home,  Bill  Robinson,  Fats 
Waller.  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle  St.  4pm  and  7:45pm. 
Info:  876-6837. 

21  Sunday 

Springfield  □  Semenya  McCord  &  Associates  in 

concert:  "Journey  Into  Jazz.”  Connecticut  Valley 
Historical  Museum,  194  State  St.  Info:  (413)732-3080 

Brookline  □  Democratic  Socialists  of  America  forum: 
"From  Civil  Rights  to  Economic  Justice:  The  Pro¬ 
gressive  Legacy  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  With 
Rep.  Byron  Rushing,  Preston  Williams,  and  Shakoor  Al- 
juwani.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  7:30pm. 
Free.  Info:  426-9026. 

23  Tuesday 

Boston  □  “The  Taste  of  Black  Culture:  Discussion 
and  Samples  of  Foods  from  the  Black  Experience."  46 
Joy  St.  6:30-9pm.  $6  non-members;  $5  members;  $3.50 
children  under  12.  Info:  742-1854. 


Dorchester  □  "Blacks  Forging  Ahead  in  the  80’s,” 

lecture  presentation  by  Tony  Brown.  Lipke  Auditorium, 
Science  Building,  UMass/Boston  Harbor  Campus. 
7:30pm.  Free.  Info:  929-7420  or  929-8260. 

25  Thursday 

Boston  □  Concert/lecture  ’’Jeanette  Miller  and  the 
American  Spiritual.”  Old  South  Meeting  House,  310 
Washington  St.  12: 15pm.  $1.25  adults;  $.75  seniors;  $  50 
children  6-12;  under  6  free. 

Cambridge  P  "Harlem  Renaissance,”  a  Boston 
Arts  Group  production  of  drama  and  songs  reminiscent 
of  Hariem  in  the  1920s,  starring  Stan  Strickland,  with 
Merle  Perkins,  Allen  Oliver,  and  Vinnie  Jeffreys.  (Also 
2/27,28;  3/3,  4,  5)  Cambridge  Multicultural  Arts  Center, 
41  Second  St.  8pm.  $10  general;  $8  student/senior.  Info: 
577-1400 

27  Saturday 

Boston  □  "The  Joy  of  Jazz,”  a  Black  History  Month 
Celebration.  The  African  Meeting  House,  46  Joy  St.  8pm. 
Info:  742-1854. 


20  SATURDAY  TO 


Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Family  Law  Forum:  a 

series  of  workshops  on  legal  issues  on  gay  and  lesbian 
family  law.  Childcare  and  ASL  interpretation  provided  by 
advance  request.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Suffolk  U.  Law 
School,  41  Temple  St.  9am-5:30pm.  Free;  donations  ac¬ 
cepted.  Info:  GLAD,  426-1350. 

Worcester  □  Worcester  County  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  initial  meeting.  (Also  2/28.)  Discuss  structure, 
statement  of  purpose,  and  agenda.  All  are  welcome. 
United  Congregational-UCC,  6  Institute  Rd.  6:30pm.  In¬ 
fo:  365-6108  or  875-8766  (V/TDD). 

Boston  □  ’’Boston’s  Other  Voice.”  Buffy  Dunker 
tells  why  it's  never  too  late  to  come  out.  WROR 
98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 


Cambridge  □  Lesbians  2S  and  under  meet.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Roxbury  □  The  First  Church  and  Women  for  Economic 
Justice  present  a  workshop  on  “Connecting  Issues  of 
Low-income  Women.”  “How  are  low-income  women 
organizing  for  change,  and  how  can  we  be  more  unified!” 
Part  of  “Underside  of  the  'Economic  Miracle'  in 
Massachusetts"  series.  First  Church,  John  Elliot  Sq. 
7-9pm.  Info:  445-8393. 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee  volunteer 
organizing  session  for  the  Support  Services  Team  (the 
"Buddy"  program).  661  Boylston  St.,  4th  floor.  7:30pm. 
Info:  437-6200. 


Brookline  □  Brookline,  Brighton,  Allston  lesbian 
potluck  dinner  and  charades.  6pm.  Info:  783-3884. 


24  Wednesday 


Cambridge  □  Pete  Seeger,  Holly  Near,  Tom  Paxton 
and  others  lend  their  voices  against  apartheid  in  Harv- 
Aid:  a  Benefit  Concert  to  Inspire  Harvard  to  Divest. 
(Also  2/22.)  Sanders  Theater,  Harvard  University.  8pm. 
$22.50  in  advance;  $25  at  door.  Info:  641-1010. 

22  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  on  religion/spirituality. 
The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY /voice). 


Boston  □  Jonathan  Kozol  will  speak  about  his  new 
book  "Rachel  and  Her  Children:  Homeless  Families  in 
America."  Rabb  Lecture  Hall,  Boston  Public  Library,  666 
Boylston  St.  6pm.  Free.  Info:  536-5400  x336. 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project,  New  England  Chapter 
meets  to  plan  Boston  visit  (June  17-18)  and  to  coordinate 
making  of  new  panels.  Piemonte  Rm.,  Boston  City  Hall. 
7pm.  Info:  451-9003. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


Boston  □  "Wild  Women  Confront  Fish.”  DOB- 
sponsored  visit  to  Aquarium.  Info:  Sarah,  536-07S2. 

Worcester  □  Worcester  County  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  meeting.  See  2/21  listing. 

Boston  □  "Boston’s  Other  Voice."  Kostas,  a  young 
Greek  man,  talks  about  the  difference  between  gay  life  in 
Greece  and  gay  life  in  the  U  S.  WROR  98.5FM.  12:30am 
(Monday  morning). 

Boston  □  Arline  Isaacson  speaks  on  “The  Gay  Civil 
Rights  Bill:  What  Happened!  What  Needs  to  Happen!" 
Community  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St.  Service 
begins  I  lam. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  couples  discuss  “Not  All 
Parents  Are  Straight.”  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Dorchester  □  Mardi  Gras  Party  at  Kevin  and  Will's. 
8pm.  $5  suggested  donation.  Info:  282-2962  or  282-7822. 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism's  monthly  Disc 
Party/T-Dance.  1270  Club,  1270  Boylston  St. 
6-IOpm.  $2:  $1  before  7pm. 


28  Sunday 


28  SUNDAY 


21  Sunday 


Dorchester  □  Dr.  David  Russell  will  speak  at  Jim  and 
Doug's  on  interacting  with  people  who  have  AIDS 

Question/answer  period  on  any  health  issue  will  follow. 
7:30pm.  Info:  282-2962. 

Boston  □  Greater  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance 
votes  on  presidential  endorsements.  All  welcome.  Rm. 
222,  UMass/Boston,  100  Arlington  St.  7pm.  Info: 
265-0348. 

Cambridge  □  Pete  Seeger,  Holly  Near,  Tom  Paxton 
and  others  lend  their  voices  against  apartheid  in  Har- 
vAid:  a  Benefit  Concert  to  Inspire  Harvard  to  Divest. 
See  2/21  listing. 

23  Tuesday 

Boston  □  GALA:  Gay  And  Lesbian  Artists  at  Mass  Art 
present  "Tainted,"  with  guest  artist  Ariel  Jones,  Pro- 
vincetown  portrait  photographer.  Through  2/26.  Tower 
Gallery,  2nd  floor,  Mass  College  of  Art,  621  Huntington 
Ave.  5-7pm.  (Gallery  hours:  9am-5pm.) 

Boston  □  Healing  service  for  all  affected  by  AIDS. 
Prayer,  laying  on  of  hands,  music  by  Trinity  Choir.  ASL 
interpreted.  Reception  to  follow.  Everyone  welcome. 
Trinity  Church,  Copley  Sq.  7:30pm.  Info:  536-0944. 

Salem  □  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  presents  a 
video  of  the  National  March  on  Washington  for 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Rights,  followed  by  a  coming-out  discus¬ 
sion.  Open  to  the  public.  Salem  State  College,  Lafayette 
St.,  Meier  Hall  Screening  Rm.  Free.  Info:  595-4443. 


Dorchester  □  Dance  Umbrella  presents  a  performance 
by  "Urban  Bush  Women."  Strand  Theater,  543  Col¬ 
umbia  Rd.  8pm.  $12.  Info:  720-3434. 


27  Saturday 


Cambridge  □  Karen  Thompson  speaks  about  her 
fight  to  free  Sharon  Kowalski,  her  lover,  who  is  being 
held  in  a  nursing  home  against  her  will.  ASL  interpreted. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Sponsored  by  the  Harvard  Divini¬ 
ty  School  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  and  Boston  Women 
Determined  to  Free  Sharon  Kowalski.  Harvard  Divinity 
School,  Rockefeller  Hall  cafeteria,  45  Francis  Ave.  2pm. 
Info:  868-8644  or  783-3580. 

Boston  □  "The  Things  You  Always  Wanted  to 
Know  From  Your  Doctor  But  Were  Afraid  To 
Ask”  lecture  and  discussion  by  Dr.  David  A.  Russell. 
Prime  Timers  monthly  meeting.  All  older  gay  men 
welcome.  Revere  Rm.,  Lindemann  Health  Center,  25 
Staniford  St.  2-4pm. 

Cambridge  □  Storyteller  Bonnie  Hughes  Nover's 

American  Sign  Language  presentation  of  “Fingers  Dan¬ 
cing  Out  Words  in  Air”.  A  new  performance  created 
by  Nover  which  uses  a  unique  combination  of  classical 
and  autobiographical  tales.  First  Church  Congregational, 
Harvard  Sq.  8pm.  Info:  391-3744. 

Boston  □  DOB  potluck  supper.  All  women  welcome. 
Bring  $3  plus  dish  to  share.  156  Warren  Ave.,  South 
End.  7:30pm.  Info:  661-3633. 

Waltham  □  Triskelion,  Brandeis  University's  lesbian- 
gay-bisexual  coalition,  presents  "The  4th  Annual  Virginia 
Woolf  Memorial  Knock-Down  Drag-Out  Winter’s-End 
Soiree."  Schwartz  Auditorium,  415  South  St.  1 0pm- 
2am.  $3  students;  $4  others.  Info:  736-4761. 
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26  Friday  □  Urban 
Bush  Women  at  the 
Strand  Theatre, 
Dorchester.  8pm. 

$12.  Presented  by 
Dance  Umbrella.  Info: 
720-3434. 


20  Saturday 
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Evocative 

images 

Marilyn  Humphries’  photos 
document  the  March  and 
our  community’s  struggle 
with  AIDS 

“For  Love  and  for  Life:  Black  and  White 
Photographs  of  the  Second  National  March 
on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights” 

by  Marilyn  Humphries.  Campus  Cameras  Gallery, 
B.U.  Bookstore,  660  Comm.  Ave.,  9:30  am  —  7 
pm,  through  February  29. 


By  Laura  Wulf 

When  I  look  at  photographs  — 
whether  documentary  or  abstract 
images  —  I  see  them  as  metaphors. 
A  successful  picture  is  one  whose  meaning 
extends  past  the  image,  evoking  the  strug¬ 
gles  in  the  viewer’s  life  as  well  as  the  artist’s. 

The  collection  of  Marilyn  Humphries’ 
work  now  on  display  at  the  Boston  Universi¬ 
ty  Bookstore  is  an  example  of 

■H§5v  these  demanding  images.  The 
||!  show  documents  the  1987 
ss JUl  March  on  Washington,  an 
enormous  effort  by  the  gay  community  to 
demand  that  the  U.S.  —  as  a  country  and  as 
a  nation  of  people  —  reconsider  its  attitudes 
towards  all  people  who  are  gay,  and  towards 
all  who  are  living  with  and  dying  from 
AIDS. 


Humphries’  twenty-four  photos  attest  to 
the  many  aspects  of  the  March  and  of  the 
gay  community.  There  are  photographs  of 
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-  the  demand  for  a  broad  vision  of  gay  rights, 
of  the  empowerment  that  comes  from 
choosing  to  live  openly  and  honestly,  and  of 
the  deep  commitment  to  ensuring  that  the 
rights  and  the  pride  we  have  gained  will 
never  be  lost. 

One  photo  that  captured  this  commit¬ 
ment  is  a  close-up  of  two  men  waiting  to 
participate  in  the  civil  disobedience  action. 
With  a  look  of  patience  and  determination, 
a  man  rests  his  head  on  another’s  shoulder. 
His  eyes  seem  to  be  focused  far  off,  into  the 
future  that  he  struggles  to  shape. 

The  most  moving  photo  for  me  is  of  a  row 
of  PWAs  in  wheelchairs.  On  the  left-hand 
edge  of  the  frame  lies  a  PWA  crumbled  over 
in  his  chair,  a  second  person  bending  over 
and  hugging  him;  a  third  person  rests  a  hand 
on  the  shoulder  of  the  second.  The  place¬ 
ment  of  the  three  people  on  the  edge  of  the 
frame  is  metaphorical  for  the  place  where 
we  relegate  such  pain  in  our  lives.  These  men 
and  women  also  represent  the  support  and 
love  that  is  growing  in  the  gay  community, 
the  work  that  is  being  done  to  acknowledge 
and  integrate  the  hurt  we  live  with,  rather 
than  dismissing  or  denying  it. 

I  personally  have  not  yet  lost  a  close 
friend  to  AIDS,  but  the  fact  that  Hum¬ 
phries’  photo  moved  me  to  tears,  testifies  to 
the  strength  and  resonance  of  her  work.  I 
felt  deeply  sad  and  simultaneously  en¬ 
couraged  to  struggle  for  honesty,  for  love 
and  for  all  our  lives.  Isn’t  this  what  the 

March  asked  from  all  of  us? 
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Music,  comedy, 
poetry,  magic, 
mime,  dance, 

&  a  special 
performance  of 
Poly  Esther 
(A  creative  twis£ 
on  the  story  of  Purim) 

by  Abe  Rybeck 


2nd  Annual 
Multi-Cultural 

LES/GAY 

CABARET! 


The  Girlillas 
Jim  Vetter 
Jewelle  Gomez 
Jeffry  Pike 
Stephen  Pelton 

Emcees:  Urvashi  Vaid, 
Abe  Rybeck  of 
United  Fruit  Company 


To  Benefit  Gay  Community  News 

Sunday,  March  20 


7:30  p.m.,  Paine  Hall, 

Harvard  (behind  Science  Center) 

Prices:  $25  contributing, 

$10  regular,  $5  low  income  (through 

GCN  only)  Some  free  tickets  available  for  PWAs. 

ASL  interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired. 

Wheelchair  accessible.  For  childcare 

or  other  information  call  GCN  at  426-4469. 


Advance  tickets  may  be 
purchased  at:  New  Words  Bookstore, 
Bodyworks  Gym,  Mobilization  for  Survival 
(Cambridge)  •  Arborway  Video  &  Sound 
(Jamaica  Plain)  •  Glad  Day  Bookshop 
(Back  Bay)  *  or  the  GCN  office  (South  End). 
Tickets  are  also  available  by  mail  from:  GCN 
Tickets,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  M A  02116. 


